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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Thou art a God ready to par- 
don, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in 
lovingkindness,—Neh. g: 17. 


x. July $= she Child Moses Saved from 





NETS TPS Exod. 1 : 8-14, 22 to 2: 10 
2. July a <*Moses Prepared for His 
Work . .°. Exod. 2: 11-25; Acts 7: ae ; Heb. rz: one 
uly 20. —Moses Called to Deliver Israel. . . Exod. 3:1to4g: 
rs 3 Jay 27.—Moses’ Request Refused... .. . Exod. 4: 29 to6:1 


5. August 3.—The Plagues of Egypt. ... . Psa, 105 .: 23-36 
6. August 10.—The Passover. ....... Exod. 12: ong 
August 17.—Crossing the Red Sea . . . . Exod. 13:47 to.14: 
fi August 24.—The Bread from Heaven. . . Exod. Mf 27 to 16: 
9. August 31.—Israel at Mount Sinai. . Exod. 19; Heb. 12: Ah 
xo. September 7.—The Ten Commandments, 1. . . . Exod. 20: 1-18 


11, September 14.—The Ten Commandments, II_. . Exod. 20 : 12-21 
12, September 21.—The Golden Calf (Temperance 
Se ork aren ear ee ee Exod. 32 
13. September 28,—Review, Deliverance and Disobedience 
x 
* 
Symbolism 


By Arthur Wallace Peach 


IGH on the hill I saw the night bend down 
And kiss the earth to sleep; then, soft and wide, 
She spread her coverlet, tucked in the town 
Within the vale, and all the countryside. 


She bade the sunset snuff his candles out, 

And as they dimmed beneath his careless toss, 
The crimson wonder playing all about 

Touched last with gold the village steeple’s cross. 


Beneath, the village lay, hushed with its dreams ; 
Above, stars marched on ways that never cease ; 
And I, oppressed by thought on earth’s dark themes, 

Found in the golden cross His sign of peace. 








What are we doing for religious education? Next 
week's issue of The Sunday School Times will be a 
Special Religious Education Number that will answer 
this question. The contents and purpose of this num- 
ber were announced in the issue of last week. 


ee 


In the Darkness 

We never reach unexplored country in our life- 
experiences. No peril, no pressure, that is wholly 
new in the world, can close in upon us. Every ob- 
stacle and difficulty that Satan or circumstances would 
put in our way is old, and has been met and conquered 
long ago. Christ’s own power has triumphantly swept 
through every form of opposition that can ever con- 
front any child of God. Christ himself in the flesh 
has known the experiences of the flesh. And 


‘* Christ leads us through no darker room . 
Than he went through before,’’ 


What unspeakable comfort we may have, therefore, 


in the knowledge that this darkness which is start- 








lingly new and overwhelming to us is old and familiar 
to him, and he knows the way out. We may even be 
passing through what is to us the valley of the shadow 
of death. Yet, ‘‘in the deepest gloom of this valley, 
as we grope through it with those who are dearest to 
us, we can hear the ring of our Shepherd's staff, as he 
finds the way for us."’ The darkness never blinds 
him ; and we may be in peace and joy in its midst 
while he is our Life. 
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Why We Need Not Fear 


Fearlessness and faith go hand in hand. Fear 
always means distrust. A business man was talking 
with the head of a missionary society about the work 
in the interior of uncivilized Paraguay. among the In- 
dians of that land. ‘Don’t you ever feel in any 
sense wrong,’’ the business man asked, ‘‘in sending 
out a young girl into the hardships and perils of the 
field?'’ ‘*No,’’ answered the missionary, ‘‘ for I 
know that those who go, go trusting not in me, not 
ina society, but trusting in God.’’ So both the sender 
and the sent could act in entire fearlessness because 
neither was trusting in the other, but both had a better 
reliance than the best human friend or friendship 
could offer. It is easy sometimes to trust a human 
friend even more than we trust God; but if we do 
this, we cannot have the assurance of peace and suc- 
cess that we ought to have, But we may take unlimited 
risks, both with ourselves and with others, when God 
is the guarantee to them and to us. 


ax 
Set Free 


Only God fully knows what the word freedom 
means. As we think of the freedom that he enjoys 
to-day, and has enjoyed and will enjoy from everiast- 
ing to everlasting, we are thrilled and overwhelmed by 
it. Yet that very freedom of God, supernatural, in- 
finite, undefeatable, is what he wants us to know and 
share with him now and here. Christ knows it in full 
measure with the Father ; and Christ wants to be our 
whole life. Weare, of course, limited in human ways 
as Christ is not ; but Christ would be our spiritual life, 
which is our real life, even now; and we may know 


< 


in infinite measure the freedom that is Christ.. The 
paradoxical pathway to his own freedom is our uncon- 
ditional surrender and sub:nission to his mastery, as 
willing, eternal bond-servants and slaves of Christ. 
Then we can sing, 


** No bar would I remove, 
No bond would I unbind ; 
Within the limits of thy love 
Full liberty I find.’’ 


And the more we enter into the freedom of Christ's 
bondage the more joyously we sing, 


** I bless thy wise and wondrous love, 
Which binds us to be free.’’ 


The freedom which is Christ means for us freedom at 
every point: freedom from sin, defeat, worry, ineffi- 
ciency, discouragement ; freedom to do what we want 
to do all the time, for, in the life that. is Christ, the 
mind of Christ is our mind. ‘If therefore the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.'’ Have 
we entered fully into the emancipation of God's un- 
speakable Gift? 
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Shall Will or Disposition Rule ? 


Our receiving of God's richest blessings never 
depends upon our temperament or feelings, but only 
upon our will, Either we will or we will not yield to 
God and trust him completely, When we so will to 
yield and trust, he will do everything for us. And we 
may so will at any time, no matter what our feelings or 
natural dispositions are;’ “After we have thus given 
God full right of way in our life, it is a simple matter 
for him to make any changes that are really needed in 
our natural disposition. But if wé wait for a change 
in our disposition first before yielding’ up our will to 
God, we may havea long wait ahead. ‘‘It is easier 
working through the will to alter the disposition, than 
working through the disposition to alter the will.’ 
Even an enslaved will that knows it cannot obey God 
can nevertheless choose voluntarily to trust God to 
break its bondage whenever it will so trust. Our own 
will is a door between God and ourselves, for us to 
open or close as we please. 
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The Bridging of the Gulf 


HEN man sinned he made an impassable gulf 
between himself and God. Impassable for 
himself. But on the other side was an eager 

God. His holiness could not be satisfied while evil 
existed among men. His love was not satisfied till it 
could claim its object in men. Man had been made 
in his own image, and he wanted him to realize his 
destiny. Sinai failed ; and the prophets fell; and 
he then sent his Son. 

There is no mystery concerning the reason for 
Christ's coming. ‘*God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten son.’’ It was the propulsive 
power of God's great affection that threw Christ across 
the chasm between sin and holiness, and bridged it. 
It was to satisfy two needs : the need of God and the 
need of man. It was to open a way to God for the 
lavishing of his loveon man. It was to open the way 
for us to the land of peace, the Father's land. 

The proof that Christ bridged the gulf is the life 
that he lived. He was a man. Who will deny that 
he was aman? Yet he was such a man as was never 
seen before, a sinless man, living under the law, 
obeying the law, satisfying the law. He claimed also 
to be God. The life that he lived is proof of his 
claim. It is such a life as, looking back on, we 
would expect God to live, yet it is a life impossible of 
invention. His biographers admit that they were a 
long while coming to an idea of what he was, They 








never could have come to the idea themselves. It 
was given them, ‘*The Church did not conceive 
him,’’ as Robertson Nicoll puts it, ‘‘for it had no 
colors to paint the picture. No meaner hand than 
truth could have drawn it.’’ 

His sinlessness is the most astounding miracle the 
world has ever seén. We might imagine a man ris- 
ing from the dead, for we hope to rise some time 3 
but for a man to go through this sinful world without 
a taint, that is astounding! ‘It is not the creation 
of faith, it is the creator of faith.’’ We cannot long 
believe in Christ's sinlessness without recognizing 
his other claims. Just glance at some of them. He 
claimed to be the healer of the world’s sickness, the 
Saviour from the world’s sin. ‘‘I am come that ye 
might have life.’” ‘*I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life ; no one cometh unto the Father but by 
me.’’ ‘* He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.’ 
‘* Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me?’’ ‘* Whosoever believeth on me shall 
not perish, but have eternal life."’ 

This Man suffered and died as he said he would. 
The one who had done no sin bore the sins of many. 
It seems impossible that he should have done it. 
We cannot measure the passion for men that made 
him endure the things he did endure that we might 
be redeemed—the vigil and the agony in Gethse- 
mane’s dark depths ; the trial at the hands of men 
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unfit ;, the long journey over the Sorrowful Way 
beneath the staggering weight of the heavy crgss and 
the heavier burden of the world’s sin ; the mocking 
cries of those he would have helped, and the appar- 
ent indifference of those he had helped, as they 
gathered near the hill where, white against the black 
sky, stood out the three crosses. We cannot know 
the agony, the loneliness, the black horror, the crush- 
ing weight of those five hours upon the Tree. The 
mystery that filled the land while the day hid its face 
and the earth trembled in horror, is not the deep- 
est mystery about the dread transaction. But one 
thing we do know clearly: ‘‘ dy Ais stripes we are 
healed."’ 

Forever Calvary is the mount of the Sufficient Sacri- 
fice. We cannot explain the process any more than 
we can explain the process of his coming into the 
world, We cannot lift the curtain that hangs between 
us and the high court of Heaven, and tell in what 
great -way the work was ‘‘finished.'’ All we know is 
God's announcement that men could come to him 
by his Son—and the peace of the men who have 
taken the Way. The gulf is bridged, for men have 
crossed it. Men have wrestled with the explanation 
since he left them standing on the mountain slope 
and went back tothe Father. Here is enough for 
to-day—‘‘ by his stripes we are healed,’’ Men who 
believe this have found their stripes healed, have 
found their sins pardoned, have seen them fall away 
as the burden rolled away from the back of Christian 
at the foot of the Cross to vanish in the empty Tomb, 
have found themselves singing as Christian sang : 


** Blest Cross, blest Sepulchre, blest rather be 
The Man that there was put to shame for me.”’ 


Yet men hesitate because they do not understand. 
Do you understand everything you do in life, the 
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what and the why of it, as you demand you must un- 
derstand this? You have been bitten by a mad dog. 
You know that means rabies, and rabies means death. 
And they tell you of the Pasteur treatment that cures 
rabies. Do you wait to find out how the serum is 

repared ; how it wages its battle with the death that 
is in your body, how it can overcome.that:death, and 
why it can, before you yield yourself to the specialist’ s 
care? Ah, no, it is the bridge-to life, and you cross 
it with eager, hurried feet. There is no other way. 
Neither in this matter is there any other way, for 
‘neither is there any other name under heaven, that 
is given among men, wherein we must be saved.”’ 
Will you let sin work its way in death because you 
cannot understand? The Cross is still and will ever 
be ‘‘to the Greeks foolishness, but to them who 
believe the power of God unto salvation.”’ 

And to the Jews ‘‘a stumbling block.’’ The Jews 
wanted to win to God. through their own efforts in 
spite of all their failures. Men still do, Pride de- 
mands that they win through merit what he offers as 
a gift. But the way is never won. He bridged the 
gulf ; he only can lead across it. 

Why did he do it? The simplest reason is the one’ 
he gives. ‘*God so loved the world.’’ Holiness 
satisfied and redemption achieved, and reconciliation 
made possible, and our peace recovered, and our 
lives uplifted, and our Heaven awaits, because ‘‘ God 
so loved the wor!ld.’’ What aGod! What a Christ! 
We love our mothers who bore us, and we do right. 
We love our fathers who guided our tender years, and 
we do right. But Christ, without whom we would be 
still desolate on the far side of an awful gulf—what 
passion should we have for him, passion that will 
blaze and burn until ‘all things become loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
our Lord."’ 





Is Evil of God's Will? 


We sometimes hear doubters or unbelievers 
say that, because there is so much misery and suffer- 
ing in the world, they cannot believe in an all-loving 


God. This challenge is one that we ought to think 
through fairly, Misery and suffering always come 
from sin, either directly or indirectly. Yet God is 
omnipotent, and God is love. Are the evil and sin 
and sorrow of this world the work of his will? A 
reader in Alberta expresses herself in a thoughtful 
letter on this puzzling subject : 


I meet many good people who think God is in everything 
and working out his will in everything. And they seem to be 
perfectly satisfied with the thought. ‘ 

I cannot feel so. I see many evidences of evil through the 
land which it seems to me are the result of forces of evil, and 
not of God : and it seems to me that, according to the amount 
of freedom of will that God has permitted in this dispensation, 
many wills go directly opposite to what God wishes, and that 
it is the Christian's business to fight against the evil, and try to 
bring things more as God wished them to be, and that every 
attempt so made Christ will bless, so that our little effort may 
count for quite a lot. I believe that the reason so much evil 
is in the world is because the forces of evil have worked harder 
than the people working for the right, and not because God is 
pleased to have it. 

Of course I think that even from these trying conditions, 
such as sorrow and suffering and other evils, God can and 
does bring some good to some one, and that in very excep- 
tional cases the trouble may have been sent for the purpose ; 
but that in nearly all cases God works along natural lines, and 
will bring some good from the evil and in spite of it, while he 
would have brought greater blessing to the individual had the 
community not allowed the forces of evil to cause such 
trouble. ‘ 

‘To illustrate my point. ‘Through some one's carelessness, 
often through drink, a catastrophe happens, and good and bad 
alike suffer. Or again, a protected and an unprotected girl go to 
the city, and the latter, though virtuous, falls into the hands 
of the white slave traffic. Surely these are the result of evil, 
and not as Christ wished it to be. 

Of course I know that God is all-powerful, and could do 
anything miraculous ; but he has chosen to let freedom of 
will obtain in this dispensation. Yet that does not imply that 
he is working out his will in every case, and is therefore 
pleased when we choose wrong. 

My idea of the loving God is one who does not wish all this 
évil to be in his world, and who is opposed to all forms of 
evil. 

Am I right, or does ‘‘ He send it"’ for a purpose? I cannot 
think so. 


«God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself 
tempteth no man: but each man is tempted, when 
he is drawn away by his own lust, and enticed.’’ 
Evil has no place in God's nature ; it is utterly and 
eternally opposed to God and to his will ; it springs 
from that which is outside of and apart from God,— 





the sinful, 
whether men or'spirits; Looked at from this stand- 
point, therefore, God doés not and cannot ‘‘send"’ 
evil into our lives. 

Yet God created this universe. He created the 
free will of those who oppose him and who, with their 
free will, do evil. He knew before he created the 
universe that evil would follow his creative action, 
resulting from his creatures’ abuse of their free will. 
He is omnipotent : he need not have created such a 
universe : he could have created a universe from 
which all evil would, by his sovereign will, have been 
shut out. But he did not do so; he created a world 
and beings in which evil was allowed to play a part. 
So God permits evil. It is God’s will that evil be 
permitted in the world ; it is God’s will that men be 
permitted to choose evil. From this standpoint, 
therefore, evil has its place in what has been called 
God’s permissive will. And we may be very sure 
that God's creating of a world in which he knew evil 
would result from his gift of free will to men was be- 
cause he also knew that in such a world he could 
work out his loving purposes for men better than in a 
world from which all evil was arbitrarily prevented by 
himself, 

As we take into account these two sides of the 
truth,—that evil is eternally opposed to God's will, 
and that evil results from man’s foreknown and per- 
mitted abuse of the free will which God's will gave 
him,—we see that evil is not of God's will, and evil 
is of God's will. It is never of God's ‘‘ directive”’ 
will, and it is always of God's ‘ permissive’’ will. 
In other words, God wills to permit that which is ut- 
terly opposed to his will. 

And the great blessing in all this is that God can 
and does use that which is opposed to his will, to 
work out blessings for those who’ yield to his will. 
For ‘‘we know that to them that love God all things 
work together for good."’ ‘AZ things’’ includes all 
things, even sin and evil. One who loves God with 
a love that trusts everything to God and obeys God 
in an abandonment of sélf to Him'is enclosed in such 
a protecting atmosphere of God's loving omnipotence 
that the attacks which evil makes upon him are not 
only robbed of all their harmfulness, but are trans- 
muted into blessings. Just how God can do this we 
do not know ; but that God does ‘it, his Word and 
our experience alike testify. 

The tragedy of evil is that its outworking in the 
lives of those who do not trust and love God is death, 


self-willed nature of created beings, 
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—the second death. Drink and vice are thus used 
to ensnare and drag down to hell their thousands or 
millions, but no more so than any other form of tol- 
erated sin in the life of one who bes not taken refuge 
in Christ. It is not God's will that any should thus 
perish ; but he will not force his will upon those who 
reject him. It is his will to permit the final and per- 
manent choice of evil by those who thus forever op- 
pose their wills to him. : 

So we see that God is in everything, and is working 
out his wilt in everything. He even uses that which 
opposes his will to bring to pass his will, For that 
which opposes God is impotent to defeat his will for 
those who trust him. God can never be pleased with 
the evil that fights against him : it broke his heart of 
love on Calvary ; yet God's own will permits it to 
continue, for reasons prompted by his love ; and 
while it continues he presses it into his service tor the 
blessing of those who trust his love. A bank officer 
loots and ruins his bank, and the property of needy 
children of God is swept away. The sin was directly 
contrary to God's will ; but it was God's will that per- 
mitted it to come into the lives of his own, and he 
will bless its results to them’ in unexpected and gra- 
cious ways if they will let him do so. He will not 
only bless them in spite of it: he will bless them: 
through it, making it ‘‘ work together’’ for their good, 
so great is the power of his love. Here as always, 
where sin abounds, grace abounds more exceedingly. 
The infinite mystery of this abounding grace of God 


is, not that it succeeds in offsetting or neutralizing the 


power of sin, but that it actually uses this for an in- 
creased blessing to those whose trust and world and 
very life is God, Yet God never needs sin to work 
out his purposes of love ; and the day is coming when 
he will sweep it utterly and forever out of the lives 
and the universe of his children. 


Foal 
The Root Trouble with the Theater 


Is the professional stage at its best an institution 
that Christian people may properly support? ‘lhe 
question is raised by an Illinois reader, who writes : 

I have read your ‘‘ Note on Open Letter "’ about theatricals, 
in The Sunday School Times of April 5. Will you give us an 
article, such as you published some years ago, giving the funda- 
mental reasons against the theater? Christian advocates of 
the theater claim that the theater is a helpful institution if not 
— Why may we not adopt their view, that the theater 
is, like art, an instrument which may do good or harm accord- 
ing as it is used ? 

The measure of one’s success as an actor is the 
measure of his ability to seem to be what he is not. 
The more completely he succeeds in deceiving his 
audiences for the time being, the higher he rises in 
his profession. He can rise to the top only by years 
of absorbing, devoted study of the art of imitation. 
Much or most of that study is given up to the imita- 
tion of bad characters, But even when a wholly good 
character is imitated, is this a worthy way to spend a 
life-time ? The facts seem to show that acting is a 
demoralizing profession. In the vast majority of 
cases it ‘‘de-morals’’ its members. There is proba- 
bly not another so-called reputable profession to-day. 
of which this is so conspicuously true. That there 
are some few actors and actresses who are exceptions 
to this rule does not alter the fact of the almost over- 
whelming tendency of the profession. And the reason 
for the demoralization seems to be inherent in the 
already mentioned requirement of the stage : that its 
members shall give themselves up unreservedly to 
imitation and artificiality. This is perhaps the most 
fundamental reason why Christian people may un- 
compromisingly refuse to support the theater even at 
its best. This is one reason why it can never reach 
a ‘‘best’’ that is worthy of recognition or encourage- 
ment as having a proper place in Christian civiliza- 
tion. 


al 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Father in heaven, we welcome all thy dealings with 
us. _ We rejoice in thy chastisements as a part of thy 
loving care. Give us work to do—and if need be goad 

us into doing it. Make us willing to blunder and fail, rather 
than sit with sealed lips and folded hands. Rather, let our 
souls be torn with conflict, or even stung with shame, than 
remain sodden with apathy. Rather than leave us to sleep 
the sleep of death, set our hearts aflame. Through any door 
of ‘passion, Lord, enter in and take possession. ‘Thou canst 
transform us. Our cry is for thee, and to thee, to awaken us 
to life... . ‘Then, Lord, school and discipline us until we grow 
mellow, gentle, and kind. So diffuse thy Spirit within us that 
the lumpy harshness and brutal fierceness of our excited souls 
shall melt to Christly tenderness. ... God have pity on our 
distempered nature! Let thy touch reduce its irregularities, 
subdue our wilfulness, refine our coarseness, and distil thy 
beauty of holiness through our frame. 
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Little Stories of Modern Missionary Miracles 
Glad Surprises of the Living Gospel in Lives where the Light has Come 





After His Children Cast Him Out 


N old Chinese had become so addicted to the use 
of opium that his children cast him out. He 
was lying by the roadside when Dr. Hunter 

Corbett came along, and saw the old man’s pitiable 
condition, He made inquiry, and, on learning what 
had happened, he took the old man in and saw that 
he was nursed back to life and treated for his disease. 

The Chinese could not understand why a foreigner 
whom he hated should take such an interest in him, 
especially when his own children had abandoned him. 
Dr. Corbett explained to him the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and how He had come to save just such men 
as he. And because he, Dr. Corbett, was the servant 
of Christ and fulfilling his commands, he could not 
abandon a man in need, even though the man’s own 
children had abandoned him. 

So impressed was the old man with this manifesta- 
tion of love, that he asked to be instructed in the new 
faith, When the gospel was explained to him, he 
said he wanted just thatthing, He became converted, 
and also was cured of the opium habit. 

The new Christian was not content, however, to 
stop at his own conversion, but at once went among 
his relatives and succeeded in bringing them to the 
Saviour. He then concluded that he had a mission 
in life, and started to make peace between enemies. 
When he heard of any persons being angry, he would 
go to them and get them together and make peace 
between them, and in this way he became krown in 
that province as the ‘* Peacemaker."’ 


% 
A Sudden Call to Volunteer 


a: OU have a beautiful voice! You could accom- 
plish_ so much among those girls in China, 
if you were to go among them and use that 

voice for their benefit and for the glory of Christ !'’ 

These were the enthusiastic words of Miss Welthy 
Honsinger, principal of the Baldwin School for native 
girls at Nanchang, China. Miss Honsinger had been 
delivering an address on her work in China, and. at 
the service Miss Rosalie Mayer of Waterville, N. Y., 
had greatly impressed the missionary with her sing- 
ing. 

‘iss Mayer, a wealthy and _ splendidly-trained girl, 
had not thought of leaving home for missionary serv- 
ice ; but the suggestion led her to think of the possi- 
bility of using her talent for other than purposes of 
personal pleasure and to delight her friends. 

The result has been that she volunteered her serv- 
ices for China, an offer which was eagerly accepted. 
In the early fall of 1912, at her own expense, Miss 
Mayer sailed with Miss Honsinger for the distant 
field, where she is teaching music, and has become 
enthusiastic over her work. 

Thus strangely and unexpectedly does God lead his 
children when they are willing to follow the path his 
wisdom directs, ‘‘Here am I; send me!’’ is a 
noble thing for the soul to’say to God. 


** But if by a still, small voice he calls 
To paths that I do not know, 
I’ll answer, dear Lord, with my hand in thine, 
I’ll go where you want me to go.”’ 


— William J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y- 
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At Home with Ding Li Mei 


HILE in Shanghai last December it was my happy 
privilege to spend three evenings with Ding Li 
Mei, the apostle of Shantung, a mighty preacher 
of the gospel. He is well educated, but counts all 
things loss for Christ. He is as tender as a woman 
and as simple as a child. God has graciously blessed 
his ministry and given him wonderful insight into 
the deep things of the Spirit. -It is both cleans- 
ing and refreshing to be with him, for he ever speaks 
of things eternal in such an unusually interesting way 
that he naturally prepares one for the season of prayer 
with which he closes each conversation. Christ Jesus 
is indeed ‘‘all in all’’ to him, a real, personal, all- 
consuming power that works mightily in every thought 
and fiber of his being. 
The first two evenings we spent in the drawing- 


room of the Missionary Home. The third evening 
he invited me to his home for supper. His children 
are all in school, so his wife has left the Shantung 
home to live with him in Shanghai, since he is now 
working in connection with the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association. They live in very small, simple 
quarters, and do all their own work, It was a lesson 
worth while to see this great preacher set the table 
and bring the food which his wife had prepared. The 
thoughtful wife gave us a meal of good Shantung food, 
which I greatly enjoyed. 

Wuen all was ready, Mrs. Ding came out and sat 


‘down with us to supper. ‘* What hath God wrought !"’ 


Heathenism would never have permitted this. It was 
a blessed ‘‘ season of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord,’’ for on and on we. talked of the Kingdom 
of God. He told me that one way he keeps humble 
is to constantly remember in prayer more than one 
thousand persons by name. His wife told me that 
she spends most of her spare time in prayer for him. 
All praise to God for these simple, humble saints of 
China !—S. Emmet Stephens, Principal of the Pingtu 
Christian Institute, Shantung, China. 


% 
The Story of Her Father’s Murderer 


O* THE verandah of a missionary home in Burma, 
rather more than a year ago, there sat a little 
lady who had reached the allotted span of life. 
For more than half a century she had been teaching 
school in America, and had but newly arrived in this 
foreign land, a stranger indeed to its ways and people. 
And yet not so much a stranger after all, for it was the 
land of her birth and of her childhood. She had 
barely reached her teens when her widowed mother 
and she recrossed the great ocean to make a new home 
in the old land which has received back from the field 
so many widowed and fatherless mourners. 

It was New Year's Day, and all was bright and 
happy, and she was happy, too, for her life-long de- 
sire was now achieved, and she was renewing the faded 
memories of long ago. She was soon joined by a 
white-haired lady missionary who had been a play- 
mate in those other days, the days when Judson still 
guided the Mission ; and the two drove away to the 
Burmese service in the town. 

New Year's service is always notable in the East, 
and the visitor was charmed with the abounding joy- 
ousness of the scene. Her ears failed to catch the 
language that had once been familiar to her, but her 
spirit was attuned to the worship. As the sermon 
closed. a Burmese lady stepped quietly to the front to 
sing. Dressed in the silk for which Burma is famed, 
and with a harmony seen in few Eastern lands, her 
appearance was pleasing; but it was her wonderful 
voice that charmed all who were present. A natural 
gift had been trained until even in a land of song she 
was a singer of great repute. 

The service over, the two ladies were driving home- 
wards. The visitor laid her hand on that of her 
friend. 

‘*Was not she splendid ?’’ she whispered. 

‘*Who, dear?’’ replied her companion. 

‘*The singer, of course,’’ said she, with some sur- 
prise in her voice. 

‘*Yes, she is one of our great possessions,’’ was the 
response. ‘*Do you know who she is?”’ 

‘‘No. How could I know?"’ 

‘«WelP, she is the niece of the man who murdered 
your father,’’ came the unexpected reply. ‘*Let me 
tell you about him.”’ 

Then the missionary told how in the days when 
they were young, Burma was in a state of great law- 
lessness, and her father’s district was especially har- 
assed. Robbers abounded, and many and daring were 
their feats. Once when he had received from the dis- 
tant treasurer the money wherewith to pay his agents, 
a bandit chief heard of it and, appearing at the bun- 
galow with a couple of his followers, demanded the 
money. A struggle ensued, for the missionary was 
not inclined to give up that which belonged to the 
families. of those who were spreading the gospel ; and 
with great Tourage he drove them off. But he sus- 
tained terrible injuries from which he never re- 
covered. 

Many days after, the bandit came. under the influ- 


ence of Christ and was truly converted. His first act 
was to make a confession of his attack on the mission- 
ary and to give himself up to the authorities, He 
was sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment, and he 
won the respect of all who knew him in the jail by his 
Christian behavior. He was allowed as a special 
favor to attend service at the mission church each 
Sunday, and his appearance there, heavily ironed, be- 
came a familiar feature. 

When his time expired, he sought out his brother, 
who had been in his robber gang, and led him to 
Christ; and it was the daughter of this brother who 
had sung the sweet song that New Year's morning. 
E. A. Annett, Jubbulpore, India, 
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Following Up the Victory 


ASTOR LI had been preaching Christ in the re- 
gions far west of Pingtu, which is a town in the 
northern part of Shantung Province. He was 

now, in January of this year, making his report to the 
pastors and evangelists of Pingtu. He told of the 
Spirit's having brought about the baptism of sixty- 
three, while more than eighty earnest inquirers had 
been aroused. So impressed was he with the won- 
derful opportunity for the Chinese to go at once and 
preach to their own people there that he grew intensely 
eloquent as he spoke of his personal experiences and 
this new open door for the gospel. The brethren 
were so moved upon as he spoke that they listened 
attentively right through the hour for their nool meal, 
and then asked that prayer be made for volunteers to 
offer themselves at the afternoon meeting to go west 
with their families as missionaries, 

The afternoon meeting was one of even greater 
power. Pastor Li spoke briefly, but with great fervor. 
As he laid this burden on the hearts of his brethren 
he trembled, then wept. Opportunity was-given for 
any who felt called to go to speak. 

It was asolemn moment. No one moved. Pastor 
Li asked that united prayer be offered for those whom 
God was calling. All stood and all at the same time, 
praying aloud, poured out their earnest desires before 
God. It wasa thrilling experience, for the power of the 
Lord was indeed manifest. Another moment of quiet. 
then a young evangelist arose and gave himself for 
this work. Then another; and another. There were 
audible expressions of praise to God here and there in 
the room. Then Pastor Li: arose and stated that a 
Bible woman, mother of the first young man offering 
himself, also wished to go. ,In a few moments some 
one else stated that there was another Bible woman 
who also felt called to go to tell the gospel to her sis- 
ters in the West. Oh, the joy of that bléssed hour ! 
God be praised for the wonders he is working in the 
hea -ts of the Pingtu saints !—S. Emmet Stephens. 
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A Mission Box Tempts an African 


REAT excitement reigned in the little Kaffir town 
as the ox-team lumbered heavily up the ill-kept 
road, dragging a two-wheeled cart in which was 

a huge, strongly-made Box,—spell it with a capital, 
please, for when anticipation has been growing for 
six months curiosity is at fever-heat ! 

A great deal of affectionate forethought had gone 
into the packing of that Box. The letter which 
started the excitement had asked Mrs. Missionary for 
the number of boys and girls in her Sunday-school, 
the names of the teachers, and the names and ages of 
the little missionaries all through the province, those 
lonely little people whose elder brothers and sisters 
have been sent ‘‘home”’ to school, leaving them with 
such infrequent child companionship of their own 
race. Mrs. Missionary had wisely withheld details 
as to the queries and her replies, but rumors of other 
boxes had followed her from her last station, and who 
knew what this box from America might contain ? 

And now the heavy box has been carried into the 
mission house, and behind closed doors the ladies 
spend a busy day unpacking and sorting its contents. 
Many packages appear, addressed, ready for mailing, 
for the Berea Class has sent a gift to each missionary 
wife in the province, together with a money order to 
cover postage. With these go the gifts to the chil- 





452 


dren, each carefully and lovingly selected by one or 
another class in the home Sunday-school, small boys 
and girls having volunteered to provide for those 
nearest their own age, while older members sent pres- 
ents to the teachers of the mission school. en 
there are toys, picture-cards, pencils, ribbons, sent by 
the Young People’s Missionary Society, enough that 
each boy and girl in the mission Sunday-school may 
receive a gift, for many the first in their barren little 
lives. Oh, the letters that will go back to America ! 
Quaint, painstaking letters; stilted, oddly-constructed 
sentences, as Kaffir brains try to use the only half- 
familiar English words ; but touching letters, so full 
of wonder that the love of Christ should lead the chil- 
dren of America to care for them ! 

Gifts laid aside, the clothing in the box is carefully 
sorted and priced. Sell things from a mission box? 
Yes, and with the full knowledge and consent of the 
senders, for the missionaries think this method best 
for the character of their people, and the money will 
be used for a church cause in which all are interested. 
Most of the clothing is second-har.d, but all in good 
condition, and the people eagerly avail themselves of 
the opportunity. 

Among the purchasers is a man from an ‘‘out- 
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station,’ an hour's ride away, for news of the box 
spreads swiftly. Once a ‘‘red’’ Kaffir, with his 
blanket smeared with red ochre, he is now one of their 
trusted helpers, and he needs a Sunday suit. One is 
selected and paid for, and he rides happily home- 
ward, little dreaming of the temptation he carries 
under his arm, for when he tries on the suit he finds 
in the vest-pocket two one-dollar bills. ‘‘I bought 
the suit," says self; ‘‘it is mine, and so is the 
money.’’ ‘You bought the suit,’’ says conscience, 
‘*but not the money ; that is not yours.’’ ‘‘Some 
one put it there as a gift,"’ argues self. ‘* Maybe,”’ 
says conscience, ‘* but unless you are sure of that it is 
not yours.’’ And conscience won the case, and next 
day, sadly but resolutely, he returned what to him 
was a large sum, and the missionary promised to try 
to find its owner. 

More than two months elapsed before. the answer 
came. ‘Your letter has touched all our hearts,’’ it 
read. ‘*We do not know how the bills happened to 
be in that pocket to tempt your convert. No one 
claims them, and should a claimant arise several of 
our men stand ready to make it good, for we want you 
to give back the money as a free gift to your Christian 
Kaffir,""— Adelaide L. Fries, Winston-Salem, N. C. 








The Silver Nursery  esm cay watnce 


Is there a suggestion for your church or Sunday-school in this story 
of a plan that began with a winter’s storm ? 





HE sexton shook his head as he opened the hot- 
air registers in the cosy chapel. It seemed like 
sheer waste of good coal and rheumatic effort 

to get the room ready for the joint meeting of the 
‘Royal Helpers’’ and the ‘Sisters of Queen Esther.’’ 

‘Wouldn't wonder if not a single one of either 
class poked her nose out in this storm,’’ he grumbled 
to himself, ‘* Wouldn't blame 'em much either."’ 

But just at that minute the outside vestibule door 
opened, and an instant later two bright-eyed, rosy- 
cheekéd young women came into the. room. 

‘Good afternoon, Mr, Fernald,’’ greeted Alice 
Cameron cordially. ‘You see, Mrs, Wattles and I 
are on hand to occupy this cosy room if no one else 
comes, My, but it is nice and comfortable here. 
You certainly have the knack of heating this room as 
it hasn't been warmed for a long time.’’ 

The old man looked pleased, although he shrugged 
his shoulders deprecatingly. 

‘«Why, anybody ought to be able to build a fire if 
they have the stuff,’’ he protested. 

‘Oh, but, Mr. Fernald,’’ Mrs. Wattles returned 
brightly, ‘‘ building a fire in the Heater hasn't always 
made this room comfortable, You know our system 
of drafts and flues is a bit complicated, and you have 
the happy faculty of adjusting them just right. I do 
hope that there will be more than just us two out, 
however, to pay you for the trouble of getting ready.”’ 

‘«There is some one now,’’ Mr. Fernald said as he 
passed out into the vestibule. 

It proved to be Elsie Saunders, secretary of the 
‘« Royal Helpers.’’ 

‘*Good evening, honored presidents,’’ she said, 
greeting the head officials of the two respective classes. 
‘¢] met a couple of our girls down-town, Miss Alice, 
so perhaps they will be along presently. What about 
your forces, Mrs, Wattles ?’’ 

‘‘] fear I shall be the sole representative,’’ she 
replied. ‘* Mrs,’ Allison telephoned me that she 
couldn't leave the baby, and Mrs, Johns sent a note 
over by little Robert that her maid was ill and she 
must stay at home with the twins, and Mrs. Eldred has 
a guest whom she did not like to bring for fear the 
aforesaid guest might be bored by our discussions as 
to the arrangements for the joint social under consid- 
eration, and I stopped at Mrs, Wilson’s door as I 
came past, and she said Elbert and Alfred were 
usually as good as gold unless she took them to sucha 
place with her, and then they invariably made a dis- 
turbance by playing noisily or getting to fussing.”’ 

‘*You see,’’ Mrs, Wattles added apologetically, 
‘*my class is mostly made up of young mothers, and 
the little people do have to be considered.”" 

‘*Of course,’’ replied Alice Cameron briskly. 
‘* Well, it sort of looks as if the entire assemblage 
present is to consist of us three. It is half an hour 
past beginning-time now and I have an engagement 
for four-thirty, so we may as well do what we can."’ 

‘*Perhaps we can decide on what sort of social 
would be best to bring all our members out and help 


them to get acquainted,’’ Mrs, Wattles remarked. 
‘*Sometimes a few can accomplish a good deal by 
themselves if they try. Who has an idea?"’ 

‘I have,’’ Alice Cameron said eagerly. Her eyes 
were shining and her cheeks pink with eagerness, 

‘It is just this,’’ she said, ‘‘that our two classes 
act as hostesses and invite such other classes in the 
Bible School as would be interested in our plan. 
The plan is to hold a Nursery Social, and every 
person who comes must either bring a-child or a small 
toy or picture book suitable for the amusement of 
small people. 

‘You both know that again and again our hak 
workers can not come to the meetings of our classes 
because they have to remain with their own children 
or with smaller brothers and sisters. 

‘*Now see how warm and comfortable the kinder- 
garten room is right off this. Mr. Fernald says this 
always heats better when that room is heated too. 
And the children would be as good as gold with plenty 
of playthings. 

‘*Suppose we draw up a pulpit announcement for 
Sunday and put it in the newspapers too,'’ continued 
Alice. ‘*We can consult the other officers of both 
classes by telephone and the Superintendent and Pas- 
tor—to get their sanction, I am sure they will 
approve.”’ 

A jolly trio worked over the announcement and Mr. 
Fernald, coming to the door called in pleasantly, 

‘‘Every cloud has a silver lining, ladies, and you 
seem to be finding it.’’ 

‘«We' re having a fine time,’’ they returned, ‘* Wait 
until you see what mischief we are hatching for your 
tidy rooms.’’ 

In a few moments the announcement was prepared 
to their liking. It read: 

‘*The Royal Helpers’’ and ‘* The Sisters of Queen Es- 
ther’? announce for two-thirty o’clock, on the afternoon of 
the first Tuesday in Februay—A Nursery Social. 

re Sage | in the Church is cordially invited to attend. 
The price of admittance is one child or onetoy. The moth- 
ers of the wee ones will only loan them for the occasion. 
The gifts of the toys however, will be absolute. Toys or 
books which have been used but are in good condition will 
be acceptable. 

A couple of cribs and bedding for them would be appre- 
ciated, as the Church Nursery is to be a regular institution 
under the jurisdiction of a regular committee who will see 
that arrangements are made so that it will be available for 
the use and care of little people during such meétings and 
services as the mothers may wish to attend in the church. 

When the announcement was given out, a smile of 
pleasure went around the church and more than one 
man and woman too, for that matter, said in sub- 
stance—‘‘ Well, that surely isa practical idea! ['ve 
read of Church Nurseries, but it never occurred to me 
we could have one so easily !"" 

The cribs were readily forthcoming, and more than 
one mother whose little people had outgrown their 
early babyhood, found little ‘sheets and tiny quilts 
which could as well as not be put to work, 
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‘The Sentinels,"’ a class of active young fellows who 
always enjoyed doing something different, put their 
heads together and scoured around until they found a 
big, roomy cupboard with a number of deep shelves 
on which the toys could be kept. This was bought 
second-hand, cleaned and varnished, and was quite a 
handsome affair. The Pri classes strung gay 
glass beads and the Juniors had a good time think- 
ing up and making their own gifts for the nursery. 

The whole church seemed to rouse up and take an 
interest in the idea. Even the Elderly Ladies’ Bible 
Class met and made an extra thick, warm pad of gen- 
erous size upon which the very little folks could be set 
on the floor with books and toys. 

The afternoon of the Nursery Social] came with sun- 
shine and mild weather and the interest taken in it 
was evinced by the large numbers of A cag of all 
ages and sexes who appeared to take p. 

Néar the door was a big table and co the ‘ticket 
takers’’ sat. Each baby or nursery-age child was 
handed a fragrant pink carnation and directed to go 


. into the Kindergarten room. Toys and books were | 


placed on the table in orderly rows. 

The chatter and merriment paused for a moment. 
Something was happening. Six sturdy Sentinels came 
puffing in bearing the big cupboard they had prepared 
with such care, 

‘*A barn for the animals,'’ they said gravely. 

Amid shouts of laughter, the ‘‘barn'’ was borne in 
to the inside room and placed in a corner. 

‘*The very thing we lacked for toys and books !’* 
declared Mrs. Wattles delightedly. 

Already two cribs with snowy coverings and pillows 
stood behind the big screen that old Grandma Rogers 
had found in her attic and sent over. Baby Wilson 
was oblivious to everything as he rocked between the 
two horses with real manes and tails, and the Johns 
twins were intent on building a castle out of a fine 
set of building blocks, while baby Ruth Allison slept 
peacefully in her go-cart in the shadow of the. screen. 

Mrs. Eldred’s guest was in the middle of the room 
seated at a long, low table, and around her was a 
group of happy-faced children watching her make 
eggs and birds and animals out of colored clay. 

‘«I'd apply for the position of matron of the nurs- 
ery if I were to be here any longer,’ she said mapyily. 


oh haven’ t-had such a good:time in_years.' 


‘There was a stir‘in the chapel Napund: and the 
older people in the Kindergarten’ ‘room ‘looked out 
inquiringly. Mr, Roberts, the superintendent of the 
Sunday-school, was standing on a chair waving a yel- 
low slip of paper. 

‘¢ Friends,’’ he said, ‘* stelite be quiet and let me 
read this telegram. It is from Mrs. Abraham Silver, 
who is in Washington; D. C. It says: 


‘* Please ask the Nursery Committee to make out a com- 
plete list of everything they will require for an outdoor 
branch of the nursery for the coming summer. I shall be 
pleased to'supply whatever is needed, in memory of: my 
own baby whom God called Home twenty years ago to-day, 


** MARIAN Lucy SILVER.’’ 


There was silence in the crowded room, then a 
quavering voice broke into song, ‘‘ Praise God from 
whom all_blessings flow.’’ When the stanza was fin- 
ished, Mr. Roberts again waved for silence. 

‘*T wish to say,"’ he said, ‘‘ that this nursery idea 
was born out of*the fiercest storm of the past winter. A 
day came so severe that, for various reasons, only 
three ventured to face it, and those three planned 
this splendid work that day. Friends, never be dis- 
couraged when only a few respond to a meeting call. 
God may have a great work for those few todo. We 
want the babies, and we want their parents, At the 
very time so many young mothers and fathers need 
the help and inspiration and guidance of the church 
in shaping their own and their children’s lives, many 
are forced by necessity to remain at home to care for 
them. We have overcome that necessity, for our 
doors are now open to babies and all.'’ 

Mr. Fernald stood next to Mr. Jamison, pastor of 
the church, The old man’s eyes were moist. 

‘¢It surely was a fierce day, Mr. Jamison,"’ he said, 
‘« but the three who met were so happy, I told ’em I 
thought they had found the silver lining of the cloud ; 
an’ I believe they did.”’ 

‘*T move you, Mr, Superintendent,’’ broke out the 
pastor's voice, loud and clear, ‘‘that we call this 
nursery ‘The Silver Nursery,’ in honor of the three 
who found the lining of last winter’s storm clouds and 
of the dear lady whose generosity will make the work 
an all-the-year-around possibility.’’ 

‘* AlPin favor, please say ‘ Aye.’ "’ 

The beamed ceiling of the chapel vibrated with the 
echoing response. 

Avusurn, N., Y. 
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Abraham’s Night Attack on Palestine’s Invaders — 


When the kings of Canaan rebelled against theit conqueros § By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


os 








BRAHAM ‘‘went out, not knowing whither he 
went,’’ but God knew, and it was made known 
to Abraham, and we, too, have found out not 

only by the Bible account, but through other informa- 
tion that has come to light: he joined an emigration 
movement and went west to the great territorial pos- 


sessions of the Empire, and lived there under a kind | 
of ancient conception of home rule, yet according to © 
It is an interesting story, not 


the laws of the Empire. 
all of which has as yet been retold. 


Thus far in these studies of the early Bible story we — 


have only been touching the mountain peaks of his- 
tory, for the reason that from every attainable. view- 
point nothing is visible but mountain-tops. We have 
been looking over these peaks as one sees them under 


- the level rays of the rising sun : one near at hand may 


be clothed in green, another beyond lifts up its hoary 
head of forbidding stone, another is clothed in eternal 
snow, and still others may be crowned with palace or 
temple. Only such a stimulating, yet mysterious, 
vista has been opened to us as we have looked toward 
the sunrise. Here are strange traces of civilization, 
there are regions desolate and uninhabited, while 
farthest away on the horizon a mountain-peak bears 
aloft a strange craft, and now just at hand, over the 
last lonely summit, a great figure looms up, silhouetted 
against the sky, followed by a little company and 
‘‘not knowing whither.’’ Between him and that last 
peak beyond, upon which our eyes rested when we 
saw the company that ‘‘journeyed East,'’ lies a great 
terra incognita, a valley deep and broad and long in 
human history, we know not how deep or Broad or 
long, and we may never know, 


The Beginning of a New Nation 

But some of those in the land of Shinar stayed down 
about Ur of.the Chaldees... At last there was another 
movement out of that land, and there appears to us 
this lonely figure standing out on the skyline, and his 
face is toward the West. As he comes down to the 
level of daily life we join him, and from this on we 
see not merely the mountain-tops but the valleys and 
plains of human history ; we trace the footsteps of a 
man, or follow the trails left by moving tribes, or see 
the pageantry that passes in glory along-the course of 
empires, At this point, where we join Abraham, we 
begin the real tracing of the patriarchal history in its 
wanderings round about, in and out and through and 
through the Holy Land. Thenceforth Bible history 
is forever linked with that land, however far the 
chosen people may wander or be carried cuptive. 

Strange to say, this beginning of the account of 
partiarchal history has set us down at the point which 
has become the ‘‘storm center’’ of controversy about 
early Bible history. The graphic glimpse of national 
life and personal history set down for us in the four- 
teenth chapter of Genesis has been the starting point 
of. much-mooted questions: Whether it has been 
corroborated, Whether it has not been corroborated, 
Whether somebody said it never would be corrobo- 
rated, Whether what somebody said about it has been 
corroborated or discredited ! and so on in a never- 
ending wrangle. Leaving all this controversy aside, 
let us try simply to understand this narrative in the 
light of events which have become known to us along 
that same valley in the world’s history. 

‘‘And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king 
of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellassar, Chedorlaomer king 
of Elam, and Tidal king of nations.’’ Thus abruptly 
appears on the scene the first great historical Empire 
that for us appears clearly in the light in that part of 
the world. Of Arioch nothing certainly is known under 
this formof his name. But there is very strong evi- 
dence that has convinced many cuneiform scholars 
from the days of Rawlinson and George Smith that 
the well-known name Rim-Sin is a Semitic equivalent 
of the Elamite name Arioch. ‘Tidal king of nations"’ 
is probably correctly identified with ‘* Tudkhulu."’ 
Chedorlaomer is not yet certainly identified, but the 
first part of his name is used by Elamite kings of that 
time, and the second part of his name, Lagamar, is 
the name of a prominent Elamite god. The remain- 
ing king, Amraphel, has been identified with Ham- 
murabi, and thus this great king and Abraham appear 
as contemporaneous. 

A brief statemert of the views of many leading 
Assyriologists concerning the identity of Amraphel 


One of the greagest storm centers of criticism and 
defense of the Bible has long been the reference in 
Genesis to the campaign of the four kings against 
the five, in which Lot was taken captive. How these 
four langs, once thought to be mythical, or, at the 
most, to-be petty sheiks of the desert, have been 
identified with great rulers of powerful nations, is 
one of the fascinating stories of archeological dis- 
covery. Dr. Kyle, continuing his studies of early 
Bible history, points to a lonely figure on one of 
the mountain peaks of that history, the patriarch 
Abraham,—very great in the pages of the God- 
inspired Book, but-very small in the land where his 
black tents were set up. And Palest:ne itself was 
tributary to a great world empire. 





‘and Hammurabi and thus the synchronism between 


Abraham and Hammurabi will make very evident the 
firmness of the ground upon which this synchronism 
is generally accepted. H. E. Ryle, in the Hastings 
Bible Dictionary, says: ‘‘Schrader was the first to 
identify this king (Amraphel) with Hammurabi."’ 
Cheyne, in ‘‘Encyclopedia Biblica,’’ says: ‘* Am- 
raphel king of Shinar'’==‘‘ Hammurabi."’ Gabriel 
Oussani, in the ‘*Catholic Encyclopzdia,’’ says: 
‘* He (Amraphel) has long ago been identified by the 
majority of Assyriologists and biblical critics with the 
great Babylonian King Hammurabi”’ ; and adds, 
‘¢ The identity of Amraphel and Hammurabi is now 
unanimously accepted by Assyriologists and biblical 
critics." Different Assyriologists explain in different 
ways the phonetic changes which have taken place, 
but Oussani concludes ¢ ‘‘ Whichever hypothesis we 
adopt, the -identity of Amraphel: and Hammurabi is 
beyond dispute.” Albert T. Clay, in ‘ Light 
on the Old Testament from Babel,’’ page 127, 
says: ‘‘It is now generally admitted that Amraphel, 
king of Shinar, and the great Hammurabi: are to be 
identified as one and the same person.’’ Hommel 
says ‘‘ Amraphel—Hammurabi,’’ and devotes several 
pages to establishing the phonetic equivalency of the 
names (‘The Ancient Hebrew Tradition,’’ page 44, 
192 ef seg.). Sayce, in ‘* Higher Criticism and the 
‘*Monuments’’ was very doubtful of the identity of 
these names (p. 166), but in a later work (‘* Arche- 
ology of the Cuneiform Inscriptions,’’ p. 143), he 
accepts it jn these words: ‘‘ When Hammurabi, or 
Amraphel, the king of Babylon, at last succeeded in 
shaking off the Elamite yoke and making himself 
monarch of a free and united Babylonia, the ‘land of 
the Amorites’ followed the fortunes of Babylonia asa 
matter of course.’’ 


An Old Declarafion of Independence 

‘* Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in 
the thirteenth year they rebelled.’’ So these western 
territories of the great Elamite empire seceded. They 
left off paying taxes, and, besides, set up to govern 
on their own account. They did what the American 
colonies did more than a century ago, only they did 
not succeed. There is a curious change in the order 
of the names in the account in Genesis, which is not 
yet fully explained. At the first mention, Amraphel 
is put first; at the second mention Chedorlaomer is 
first, and it is said the Canaanite kings served Che- 
dorlaomer. There was a change of these kings, 
Hammurabi coming to the first place, and it may be 


that the rebellion took place at such a time, though 


not at that particular time, for it was Chedorlaomer 
who led in putting down the rebellion. The subse- 
quent towering greatness of Hammurabi as a figure in 
history probably led the writer to give him the place 
of prominence at the first mention, but when he comes 
to describe the campaign he puts the kings in proper 
order for that time. ‘‘In the fourteenth year came 
Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him.”’ 
Now the imperial Elamite chariot of war was turned 
to the west toward this rebellious province, and a cer- 
tain man, Lot, in whom we are much interested, got 
caught in the wheels ; and thereby hangs the whole 
biblical tale at this point. For we must take special 


notice of the fact that the narrative here is the narra- 
tive of the taking and re-taking of Lot and his goods, 
in order especially to bring out Abraham’s part in 


-of the army, but not mingling with it. 


that affair. The general history of the time is intro- 
duced into the narrative parenthetically,.and only to 
an extent sufficient to. explain the situation, Yet it is 
largely about this general history that the controversy 
has raged for so many years. This general history 
must be gathered in part from the little that is _put in 
parenthesis here, and for the most part from what is 
known now of that general history from archeological 
sources, ; 

This is what appears to have happened. A great 
campaign having been planned, the allies set out from 
the lower Euphrates by the Mesopotamian way to the 
western province, and in due time arrived at the east- 
ern border at Damascus. A systematic plan for the 
subjugation of the rebellious provinces was adopted : 
it was to go down one side of the Jordan and come 
up the other. Accordingly they sweep down the 
eastern side, as Turkish armies are wont to do to-day 
when there is rebellion among the Bedouin tribes. 
The imperial armies carried everything before them, 
as is done to-day. The Bedouin are always guerrilla 
fighters rather than great campaigners. Of their char- 
acteristic methods we shall see something presently. 
So the tribes east of the Jordan, whose location is not 
exactly known and whose very names are unfamiliar, 
were subdued until the army reached the Horites, the 
cliff-dwellers of Mount Seir, and the wild Amalekites 
of the desert of Paran south of Palestine. They had 
also flocked to the standard of rebellion, as the wild 
men of the desert are ever ready to do. Having scat- 
tered opposition here, the army turned north through 
the Amorite country west of the Dead Sea. The 
imperial authority was re-established where it had 
been cast off, and confirmed where there was still 
loyalty. Then the campaign turned again toward the 
Jordan. Here the five kings of the cities of the Plain 
decided to make a stand for liberty in the strategic 
position afforded by the slime-pits, a region of asphalt 
springs which remain to this day. But despite 
their great advantage in position they were crushed, 
subjugated once more, and punished after the fashion 
of Oriental rulers by confiscation of private property 
and the taking of'citizens for slaves. Among the pris- 
oners and the plunder were Lot and his goods, 


Abraham Pursues the Imperial Armies 

The campaign was over and the west land was 
brought into submission once more, the imperial 
authority everywhere established, the thirst for plun- 
der sated, and the return march begun. One thing 
about military campaigns must be remembered : the 
baggage train is not the army. The fighting force 
goes on in marching trim, while the baggage train 
with its guard proceeds by itself, under che protection 
With this in 
mind, the remaining part of the story is very simple. 

The Bedouin sheik Abraham, living in quietness 
around Hebron, hears of the battle of the slime-pits 
and the predicament of his nephew Lot. He gathers 
about him his own retainers, some three hundred and 
eighteen men, apparently accompanied by some 
Amorite allies, we know not how many, and sets off 
in true Bedouin style to the rescue. They kept on 
the trail of the baggage train up the Jordan -valley 
nearly a hundred miles, to the territory of Dan around 
the foot of Mt. Hermon, and there made an attempt, 
but were unsuccessful. From here they hung upon 
the rear and flanks of the guard all the way to Hobah 
beside Damascus, watching for the opportunity, which 
at last came. In the night they attacked again, over- 
powered the guard, secured Lot and a portion of the 
plunder of the cities of the Plain, which included the 
goods of Lot, and then immediately drew off. Now 
in all this the guard of the baggage train only was 
concerned, That the imperial army, having finished 
its campaign and started on its home journey, would 
turn aside to give heed to a little Bedouin company of 
night marauders is not to be thought of for a moment. 
Yet, for Abraham and his interests, it was a complete 
and overwhelming victory ; and Abraham and his in- 
terests, and not the history of the great campaign of 
the allied kings of the empire, constitute the subject 
of this story. So for Abraham and for the sacred nar- 
rative it was a great victory, and is so represented. 

Thus Palestine is a province of Babylonia as the 
patriarchal history begins. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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How the Jews Observe the Passover To-day 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D., 





Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo- 
American Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 





It is startling to have a view of the Passover to-day, not as part of an old order that has been 


replaced, but as a celebration with a living hope, 
we hope to be freemen in the land of Israel,” is their pathetic forward look. 


‘This year we are slaves and aliens, next year 
Dr. Mackie’s vivid 


picture of the details of the sacred ceremony shows what a striking picture it is of Christ our 


Passover, with his call to us to purge out the old leaven. 


And it recalls, too, our memory Feast, 


which looks forward to a blessed and sure hope--even His own coming. 


OR a fortnight before the Passover begins, the 
Jewish house has been carefully swept and 
washed, and all the furniture examined, and the 

old cooking utensils have been scoured or new ones 
provided in their place. If the fourteenth day of 
lunar April be, for example, on Friday, Passover 
begins—Orientally—shortly after sunset of our Tiiurs- 
day. About the same hour of the previous day—that 
is, after sunset of our Wednesday-—the master of the 
house makes his official round in search of leaven. 
The search begins by repeating the words in the 
book of the Passover office: ‘‘ Blessed art thou, O 
Lord, King of the Universe, who hast sanctified us 
by thy Commandments, and ordered us to remove 
the leaven.’’ After this he must not speak to any one 
till the search is completed. As he began the search 
by calling upon the name of the Lord, he must be 
allowed to find a few scraps of ordinary bread placed 
where he will be sure to see them, as otherwise he 
might appear to be taking the Lord’s name in vain ! 
When he has finished he pronounces the following 
formula: ‘‘All manner of leaven which is in my pos- 
session, which I have not seen nor removed, shall be 
as nothing, and shall be reckoned as dust of the 


earth."’ Such would be the thoroughness implied by 
Paul's words; ‘*Purge out the old leaven’’ (1 Cor. 
5:7) ‘There may be an echo of this mental act in 


the same apostle’s words, ‘*‘ Reckon ye also yourselves 
to be dead unto sin’’ (Rom, 6 : 11). 

Next day, before mid-day, any leaven in the house 
after the morning meal, along with the scraps found 
during the search of the previous evening, must be 
burned, and the same formula is repeated. The house 
is then prepared for the Passover. 

On this day, until Passover begins after sunset, the 
first-born.sons in Jewish families must fast, as they 
are the redeemed in place of the first-born who per- 
ished in Egypt. The following are the chief items ac- 
cording to the Hebrew book of order for the Passover 
celebration : 

1, When all are duly seated at the family table the 
first act of celebration is the invocation, ‘‘ Blessed art 
Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who 
hast preserved us alive, sustained us, and brought us 
to the enjoyment of this season,’’ 

2. The first of the four cups or glasses of wine is 
then drunk, The wine is usually mixed with water, 
not from any symbelical meaning, but in case even 
the sipping of a little wine four times during the cele- 
bration might be injurious to some of the family not 
accustomed to drinking it. It must be red wine, and 
as good as the family can afford, but the poor are 
allowed to use raisin-water. 

3. The hands are then washed, and a little cf the 
bitter herbs (parsley, dandelion or lettuce) is tasted 
after thanking God as the Creator of the fruit of the 
earth, 


li Christ Should Come as Guest 

4. The breaking of the bread follows. The'‘sather 
or grandfather has three of the flat thin cakes of un- 
leavened bread set in front of him, and he breaks the 
top cake into two pieces and puts one of the halves 
aside or under the table-cloth. This is called the 
aphikémen, a term about which there is as much 
mystery as there used to be about our anathema 
maranatha. Any Jew will give an off-hand explana- 
tion, but the best seems to be that it is a word of 
Chaldaic form borrowed from the Greek ’ aphikumenos, 
and meaning the coming one, either the prophet 
Elijah or King Messiah. One of these might appear 
and would be invited to partake. 

Then follows the most important and suggestive act 
of the celebration. The father holds up acake of the 
unleavened bread so that all at the table can see it, 
and reads the words of declaration : 

‘‘This is the bread of affliction, which our fathers 
ate in the land of Egvpt. Let all who are hungry 


come and share: let all who are in need come and 
celebrate. 


At present we do it here ; next year, we 


hope, in the land of Israel, This year we are slaves 
and aliens, next year we hope to be freemen in the 
land of Israel.’ 

Usually at a Jewish family table when the ordinary 
supper is about to begin the father lifts up the bread 
as he says the grace: ‘‘Blessed art thou, O Lord, 
King of the Universe, who bringest up bread out of 
the earth.’’ The Hebrew word for this uplifting is 
Massa, and the word seems to have passed into the 
Gentile church in the communion service as ‘the e/e- 
vation of the host, that is, sacrifice ; and, with its origin 
forgotten, survived as the JZass. 

6. The second cup of wine is tasted, and the young- 
est son asks why they are all eating such bread that 
night, and why they are seated in that leaning posi- 
tion, and why such herbs, and why the dipping of 
the herbs in that brown sauce. ‘To this the father 
replies that it is in obedience to the divine command 
to show forth the departure from Egypt. 

7. An anecdote is then read describing how five 
celebrated rabbis once met on Passover night and be- 
gan discussing the facts of the Exodus and quoting 
authorities on the subject, and continued to do so, 
forgetful of the hours, until their students entered to 
announce that it was time for the morning prayer ! 


** What Means this Service ? ”” 

8. Then follows a very rabbinical passage of unin- 
tended emphasis, ‘* Blessed be he whose law speak- 
eth of four different sons ; namely, the wise, the 
wicked, the simple, and the silent.’ (1) The wise 
son says, ‘‘What mean the testimonies, and the 
statutes, and.the ordinances, which Jehovah our God 
hath commanded you?’’ (Deut. 6 : 20.) He says ‘‘ our 
God,’’ meaning that he inquires in order to join and 
obey. He is declared worthy to receive a full expla- 
nation, (2) The wicked : ‘* What mean ye by this 
service ?’’ (Exod, 12 : 26.) He reckons himself 
superior to his brethren, and separate from them, and 
should be told that if he had been in Egypt at the 
time of the Exodus he would have been left there ! 
(3) The simple asks, ‘‘ What is this?’’ (Exod. 13: 
14.)°:And the answer to be given isin the same verse, 
‘* By strength of hand Jehovah brought us out from 
Egypt.”’ (4) The silent son is too shy to ask any 
questions. For him the father must take the initia- 
tive, ‘‘And thou shalt tell thy son on that day”’ 
(Exod. 13 : 8). 

g. After .an explanation of how God separated 
Abraham from idolaters and sent Israel into Egypt for 
four hundred years with a promise of deliverance, the 
father raises the cup, and in a loud voice of joyful 
conviction reads, ‘‘ This is the covenant which God 
made with our fathers and with us, and, though 
Laban, Pharaoh, and others in every age have tried 
to destroy us, God has always delivered us out of 
their hand.’’ , 

10. Following this is a commentary on the afflic- 
tions of Israel in Egypt, during which the names of 
the ten plagues, blood, frogs, lice, etc., are slowly 
and solemnly recited, and with the mention of each 
name the father pours a few drops of the red wine 
into a basin. 

11. A comparison is then made between the pun- 
ishment of the Egyptians in Egypt and that at the 
Red Sea. To Rabbi José is assigned the credit of 
noticing that the magicians attributed one of the 
plagues to the finger of God (Exod. 8 : 19), whereas 
at the Red Sea the Israelites saw the hand (Auth. 
Ver. work) of God, and as the hand has five fingers, 
the latter infliction must have been five times greater 
than the plagues in Egypt. By rabbinical quibbling 
this is further extended to two hundred and fifty 
plagues, or twenty-five times greater ! 

12. To this is added a summary of all God's deal- 
ings at the time. ‘‘He brought us out of Egypt, 
slaying their first-born and giving us their wealth. 
He divided the sea for us and caused us to pass on 
dry land, while plunging our enemies in the waves ; 
supplied our wants for forty years, giving us manna ; 
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gave us the Sabbath day ; brought us to Mt. Sinai, 
and gave us the law; brought us into the land of 
Israel, and built for us the temple to make atonement 
for all our sins."’ 

13.’ Attention is then directed to the different things 
on the table, and to their meanings,—the lamb, the 
bread, the bitter herbs, and the mortar-like sauce. It 
is declared that each one partaking should do so as if 
he had actually come out of Egyptian bondage.’ ‘It 
is because of what the Lord did for me when I came 
forth out of Egypt’’ (Exod. 13 : 8). 

14. After an ascription of praise and thanksgiving 
the hands are washed, grace before meat was pro- 
nounced, and the family supper as a substitute for the 
passover lamb is eaten. This concludes with the 
third cup of wine, or cup of blessing after food. 

15. Thanksgivings and supplications are then 
offered, the latter including a petition to be restored 
as a nation to the land of Israel, and that the cele- 
brants may be accounted worthy to see the days of 
the Messiah. Then all join in a cry of bitter memo- 
ries: ‘Pour out thy wrath upon the nations that 
know thee not, and upon the kingdoms that call not 
upon thy name, For they have devoured Jacob, and 
laid waste his habitation *’ (Psa. 79 : 6, 7). 

16. The fourth cup is then filled and the Hillel or 
Praise Psalms 115, 116, 136, etc., are chanted, 

17. This is followed, on the first night of the Pass- 
over, by a reading of Bible incidents that occurred at 
midnight : Abraham dividing his company of ser- 
vants when rescuing Lot ; the dream of the King of 
Gerar ; Jacob wrestling at Peniel ; the death of the 
first-born in Egypt : the destruction of Sennacherib’s 
army ; and the like. 

18. On the second night there is a similar read- 
ing, a rather unsubstantiated list of occurrences on 
the day of the Passover ; Abraham offering: unleav- 
ened bread to his angelic guests ; the destruction of 
Sodom ; the protection by the blood on the door ; the 
destruction of Midian by a cake of barley-bread ; the 
writing on the wall at the feast of Belshazzar, etc. 

19. The celebration then closes with the words of 
hope repeated from year‘to year during the Disper- 
sion, ‘‘ Vext Year in Jerusalem /’’ The fourth: glass 
of wine is drunk with supplication that Israel may 
receive mercy, and the temple be'speedily rebuilt. _ 

20. The last’ word, on some’ iinstated’ authority, is 
that if this be ail properly gone through, it is as ac- 
ceptable before God as if the Passover lamb had been 
sacrificed, F: 

The impression upon a Christian guest is of some- 
thing interesting and suggestive, but utterly sad and 
forlorn. It is like the sight. of a once beautiful man- 
sion standing in a garden of weeds, a silent and de- 
serted ruin. 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt. 


<e? 
Did Jehovah Pass By or Pass Over? 


[From “ The Threshold Covenant,” by the late H. Clay Trumbull] 


HE common understanding of the term ‘‘ pass- 
over,’’ in connection with the Hebrew exodus 
from Egypt, is that it was, on the Lord’s part, 

a passing by those homes where the doorways were 
blood-stained, without entering them. Yet this 
meaning is not justified by the term itself, nor by the 
significance of the primitive rite. Jehovah did not 
merely spare his people when be visited judgment on 
the Egyptians. He covenanted anew with them by 
passing over, or crossing over, the blood-stained 
threshold into their homes, while his messenger of 
death went into the houses of the Lord’s enemies and 
claimed the first-born as belonging to Jehovah. 

This word fesak&, translated ‘‘ passover,’’ is a pe- 
culiar one. Its etymology and root meaning have 
been much in discussion. It is derived from the root 
pasakh ** to cross over,’’ a meaning which is still pre- 
served in the Hebrew word 7iphsakh, the name of a 
city on the banks of the Euphrates, the Hebrew equiv- 
alent of the classical Thapsacus. Z7ifp/sakh means 
‘*crossing,’’ apparently so called from the ford of the 
Euphrates at that place. 

In the passover rite as observed by modern Jews, 
at a certain stage of the feast the outer door is opened, 
and an extra cup and chair are arranged at the table, 
in the hope that God's messenger will cross the 
threshold, and enter the home as a welcome guest. 
This points to the meaning of ‘‘cross-over,’’ and 
not of ‘* pass-by.”’ 

In some parts of northern and eastern Europe 
there is a custom still preserved among the Jews of 
jumping over a tub of water on passover night, which 
is said to be symbolic of crossing the Red Sea, but 
which shows that the passover feast was a feast of 
crossing over. ; 


LESSON FOR AUG. 10 (Exod. 12 : 1-42) 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 10. THE PASSOVER 


Exodus 12: 1-42. Commit verses 26, 27 


Golden Text: The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many—Matthew 20 : 28 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


ID you ever hear the aeey of Admiral Drake 
and his game of bowls? It was in the days of 
Queen Elizabeth,—*: good Queen Bess,”—and 

the Spanish emeeret was laying claim to being the 
rightful king of England. ‘To enforce this claim he 
was sending a fleet of Spanish war vessels—120 in 
all—who were to destroy the small English navy of 
barely thirty ships, and then convoy troops across 
from the mainland and conquer the English nation. 
Admiral Francis Drake had been in many a battle 
before then. Moreover, he knew that while the Span- 
ish ships were larger, his own were better built and 
had better cannon and sailors and gunners to man 
them. Drake was at Plymouth Hoe playing a game 
of bowls with some of his captains and officers when 
a small Scotch privateer came into harbor sailing in 
reat haste before the wind. The commander on 
aading rushed to where Drake was playing, and in- 
formed him that he had that morning sighted the 
Spanish Armada off the Cornish coast, sailing up the 
English Channel with the wind behind them. The 
captains began to hurry to shore and to shout for 
their boats, but Drake called them all back and in- 
sisted that the match be played out, He said there 
was plenty of time both to win the match and beat 
the Spaniards. In this he was quite right, for by 
— them sail ahead of him, he with his lighter 
vessels could harry them all up the Channel, which 
he did, and .what damage he could not inflict was 
more than made up for by a great storm or series of 
storms that strewed the coast of England and Scot- 
land with wrecks of the Spanish ships, so that only 
fifty-four of them ever got back to Spain: ueen 
Elizabeth said: ‘‘God blew with his wind,.and they 
were scattered.” Drake’s coolness reminds us of 
Moses, who considered that Jehovah would deliver 
the Hebrews, and had the people prepare for it as if 
for a certainty, ‘which indeed it was. 





The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 
Dr. Erdinan, in his opening paragraph, calls atten- 
tion to the fact that chapter 12, which forms the sub- 
ject-matter of our lesson, is ‘* the supreme section in 
the story which has given the book its name.” Pro- 
fessor Clow devotes a good half of his article to a 
comparison of the meaning of the passover with that 
of ‘*the Lord’s Supper.” These two suggestions 
point to the great intent for which this Scripture is 
written,—namely, that Jehovah is a deliverer of his 
people from the slavery of his body and the slavéry 
of the soul, Since the | oy =a feast is so large a 
feature in both Old and New Testament narrative, 
the teacher would profitably read the Scripture and 
all outside reading obtainable with a view to telling 
just how the feast was carried through from begin- 
ning toend. On page 454 of this issue Dr. Mackie’s 
article on ‘‘How the Jews Observe Passover To- 
Day” gives a clear and interesting picture of the 
feast. The lesson articles of Drs. Thomas and Mac- 
kie also furnish abundant detail for this attempt to 
visualize the scenes of that great night so often re- 
called in Jewish customs. 


The Class in Session 


The nine ‘‘signs” have been completed. Egypt 
is defiled, impoverished, and humiliated. Her bar- 
ren fields and hungry people are a visible token of 
the futility of contesting the power of Jehovah. Yet 
the king’s teeth are shut hard, and with fierce obsti- 
nacy he has driven Moses and Aaron from his palace 
with the threat of death should they return. Pro- 
fessor Clow (paragraph 2) graphically describes this 
moment of calm that precedes the break of the final 
stroke of punishment. Observe now how calmly 
Jehovah bids Mosesand Aaron to go about the prepa- 
ration for the exodus as though it were already an 
accomplished fact. Note these directions. First, 
this was to be considered their national birthday, as 
Miss Lovett puts it (paragraph 1). Dr. Mackie says 
that the Jews in laterdays had two New-Year’s days. 
Dr. Thomas’ note on verse 2 is on this same point. 

The next step was to take a lamb without blemish, 
one for each family. It was to be kept separate fora 
time and then killed sacrificially. 

The third step was to take the blood, dip a sprig of 
hyssop in it, and splash ‘a little blood on the lihtel 
and the two side-posts of the door. Dr. Thomas’ 
note on verse 22 tells about the hyssop._ - 

The fourth direction was that the flesh of the lamb 
was to be roasted and eaten in the night with an ac- 
companiment of bitter herbs. Dr. Mackie has a word 


Read Exodus 12 


2t Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said 
unto them, ! Draw out, and take you ? lambs according to your 
families, and kill the passover. 22 And ye shall take a bunch 
of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and 
strike the lintel and the two side-posts with the blood that is 
in the basin ; and none of you shall go out of the door of his 
house until the morning. 23 For Jehovah will pass through 
to smite the Egyptians ; and when he seeth the blood upon 
the lintel, and on the two side-posts, Jehovah will pass over 
the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your 
houses to smite you. 24 And ye shall observe this thing for 
an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever? 25 And it shall 
come to pass, when ye are come to the land which Jehovah 
will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye shall 
keep this service. 26 And it shall come to pass, when your 
children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service? 
27 that ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of Jehovah's passover, 
3 who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in pt, 
when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And 
the poame bowed the head and worshipped. 28 And the chil- 
dren of Israel went and did so; as Jehovah had commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so did they. 

29 And it came to pass at midnight, that Jehovah smote all 
the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pha- 
raoh that sat on his throne unto the first-born of the captive 
that was in the dungeon ; and all the first-born of cattle. 30 
And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, 
and all the Egyptians ; and there was a great cry in ypt; 
for there was not a house where there was not one dead. 31 
And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise 
up, get you forth from among my people, both ye and the chil- 
dren of Israel ; and go, serve Seboveh, as ye have said. 


10r, Go forth 2% Or, kids * Or, for that he passed 
The American: Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


5 4 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘limes.) 

Verse 2.—What was the significance of the statement, 
“ This month shall be unto you the beginning of months’? ? 
(Thomas; Mackie, 1; Erdman, 2.) 

Verse 8.—Why was the command to use unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs given ? (Thomas; Mackie, 2, 3.) 

Verse 11.—Why were they to eat in haste, and dressed 
in the way here specified? What is the meaning of the 
statement, ‘‘It is Jehovah’s passover’’? (Clow, 6, 7; 
Mackie, 4, 7.) 

Verse 12,—-Why was Jehovah going to smite the land of 
Egypt in this way? Who were the gods of Egypt? (Clow, 
2; Thomas.) 

Verse 13.— Why was the blood on the door-posts chosen 
as the sign of immunity for the Israelites? (Clow, 6; 
Thomas, ) 

Verse 22.—What was hyssop ? (Thomas. ) 

Verse 23.—How did Jehovah pass over the door? Who 
was meant by ‘the destroyer’’? (Clow, 6; Thomas; 
Ridgway, 2; H. Clay Trumbull, page 454.) 

Verse 25.— What land had Jehovah promised to give the 
Israelites ? (Thomas.) 


Verse 31.—Why did Pharaoh urge the Israelites to leave 
Egypt at this time? (Thomas.) 

Verse 32.—Why did Pharaoh ask Moses to bless him? 
(Thomas.) 

Verse 38.—What was the mixed multitude? (Thomas, ) 








(paragraph 3) on the bitter herbs. Dr. Thomas’ 
note on verse 8 suggests that the bitterness is sym- 
bolic of the bitterness of their enslavement in Egypt. 

The fifth direction is that they are to eat this meat 
dressed for a hurried journey, skirts looped up under 
their girdles, shoes tied on, and staff in hand. Dr. 
Mackie’s fourth paragraph speaks of this. 

Now when Moses gave these directions to the He- 
brews they were in precisely the same position of 
testing as Pharaoh had been. Would they obey the 
commands of Jehovah? ‘‘As Jehovah had com- 
manded Moses and Aaron, so did they.” Read Pro- 
fessor Clow’s graphic description (paragraph 3) of that 
fearful night. 

So the final blow fell upon Egypt. ‘The other 
‘‘signs”’ were as nothing compared to this, for now 
death was in every home, and not even the cattle 


were spared. Egypt utters a great cry, and the, 


people of Pharaoh come and urge the Hebrews to go 
out. They give them gifts to help them on the way, 
gold and silver a plenty. Mr. Ridgway calls these 
gifts ‘‘ tips.” And out the Israelites went, precisely 
peal pre ten had spoken. This isa great historic fact, 
and it is used all through the Scriptures to figure the 
fundamental fact of our personal and individual re- 
lease from sin through the power of God’s kinduess, 
a grace that was shown clearest of all through the 
sacrificial death of Christ. Professor Clow rightly 
compares the Passover of the Jews with the Commu- 





nion of the Christians. In his last three paragraphs 
he likens them to each other in the points of remem- 
brance, redemption, and dedication. 


The Lesson Summary 

The hold of sin upon us is more rigid and relentless 
than we generally know or confess. Pharaoh’s 
heavy bank was not so cruel as the blight of drink or 
lust or pride or greed or selfishness. The proud 
woman whose vanity compels her husband to labor 
beyond his strength and robs her children of a true 
mother is as much a slave of her-sin as the drunkard 
in the gutter. The young man whose lust, and the 

irl whose love of pleasure control them to the blind- 
ing of all else, are slaves to their sin, The root prin- 
ciple of all Revtptuen! religion is deliverance from the 
slavery of sin the gracious exercise of his power 
by God. This deliverance was granted to the He- 
brews, not because they were more moral than the 
Egyptians, but because God chose to deliver them 
for the sake of his promise to Abraham, and for the 
sake of all the rest of the nations who, through them, 
might come to know the truth about the one God. 
This ts grace : the acting and delivering power of 
God working at the impulse of his own desire to save. 
The slain lamb of the passover night is a prefigure of 
the Lamb of God, the crucified Saviour, whose death 
and sacred blood provides the deliverance of every 
sinner, be he an opium-smoking Chinese coolie, or a 
fashion-driven woman of an erican, English, or 
French metropolis, : 

As in that Egypt night so long ago, so to-day those 
only shall share in that grace who obey the God of 
grace in accepting the blood of the lamb as the sign 
of their obedience. ; 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Why was the passover made the New Year’s Day for 
the Hebrews ? 

2. Why were the people bidden to make so careful a 
feast and preparation ? 

3. Name the leading features of the passover feast. 

4. What was the purpose of the blood sprinkled on the 
door ? 

5. What was it that would prevent any one, either an 
Egyptian or a Hebrew, from coming safely through that 
night ? 

6. Of what in the New Testament is that passover lamb 
a figure, and why? 

7. Why was it right for the Hebrews to collect gold and 
silver before they left ? 


Other Teaching Points 


Religion, at bottom, is just a matter of the will and of 
obedience. That night in Egypt, if the blood were on the 
door-posts, the angel passed over. It did not matter much 
whether the family inside were noble or base. They were 
not saved on that score, but wholly because it was God’s 
gracious will to save all who wanted to be saved. 

Our real birthday is the day when we first really and ac- 
tually make up our minds and give our word that we will 
do what our God bids us to do. 

Obedience in small details is important if those details 
are given by God. 

There is always a price to be paid for every bit of prog- 
ress, The Jews must go at night hurriedly, and for seven 
days they had no chance to eat anything but unleavened 
bread. But after all that was a small price to pay for their 
freedom, 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Exod. 13 : 17 to 14: 21.) 

You know how desperate a man becomes when he 
is deprived of his alcohol or his drug when he is a 
slave to the habit of using it. He will just about die 
for it, even though he may know that he will suffer 
if he takes it. hat is about the state of mind and 
heart the Egyptian king seems to have been in over 
the Hebrews. The effect of persistent sin is that we 
lose self-control and cannot cease from our sin. In- 
credible as it may seem, that night of death did not 

revent Pharaoh from trying to regain his control of 
is Hebrew slaves. : 

1. Can you tell why God did not lead the Hebrews up 
to Canaan by the nearest way ? 

2. Can you see what Pharaoh would mean by saying 
that the Hebrews were entangled in the land ? 

3- What spirit did the Hebrews show at the sign of 
danger ? 

4- What justified God in the destruction of so many 
Egyptians ? 

5. See if yon can discover in the lesson 

A man who did not believe in cremation, 
A reversible sign-post. 

A horse show. 

Some high kicking. 

A bad eye. 


EvaNsTON, ILL, 
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The Lord’s Passover 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


HE meaning of this momentous night and the 
T interpretation of its strange incidents have 
been condensed into its name. It was the night 
on which God ‘passed over” the houses on whose 
lintels and doorposts he saw the sprinkled blood. 
Much else may seem interesting, but both Hebrew 
history and Hebrew song, both Christian truth and 
Christian devotion, focus our minds on that pro- 
fowndly significant fact, 

The story is virtually twice-told in our lesson, It 
is related in the directions given for the due observ- 
ance of the feast in days to come. It is set down 
more vividly in the description of the events of the 
night itself. The preceding days are briefly touched. 
‘The plagues extended through ten months. But be- 
tween the ninth and the awful and terrifying tenth 
ylague there was a pause. ‘There always is a pause 

tween the last word of judgment and the stroke. 
God was silent, and Pharaoh, like other rulers, 
thought that God's silence meant his impotence, and 
that his stubborn and tenacious grip on these bond- 
servants would hold. Yet as seed germinates un- 
seen, as a train of explosive makes no sign, as re- 
solved men keep still until the hour when they strike 
their blow, so the movement for faith and freedom 
bided its time, as it was nourished in these Hebrew 
hearts, 

More softly than a whisper ran the words of Moses 
among the quickened people. Silently the lamb, or 
the kid, was taken from the number which had en- 
larged the flock in this full tide of spring. For four 
days it was the playfellow of the children within the 
house. Had any officer of Pharaoh passed through 
the homes of ef ges of Israel, as evening drew 
on (v. 6), he would have marked the slaying of the 
lamb, the girding and sandalling of the men and 
women aA children, the strangely hasty meal, the 
opening of the door to dash the blood with a swift 
stroke or two of the hyssop’s rinse, and then the still- 
ness of a wakeful people keeping vigil until God’s 
hour had struck. No Egyptian dreamed of these 
things. But at midnight the unseen Angel passed 
over Egypt, noting the homes marked by the ap- 

inted token of the blood—the outward mark of 

aith in God and his promise, passing over their 
assembled families, but breathing death into the 
faces of the firstborn of the Egyptians, The great 
cry is heard. Moses and Aaronare summoned, ‘The 
people are almost hustled out of Goshen. By the 
morning light they are on their way to Succoth—a 
nation Fe ana redeemed, set apart for God's dis- 
cipline and service. 

Now this night, even had it stood alone, would be 
regarded as epoch-making. It was the birthnight of 
the must distinctive and separate nation the world 
knows, But its deeper significance is to be found 
through another night, of which it is type and 

rophecy. When Jesusin the upper room took the 
fread and the wine, and in one act fulfilled and com- 
pleted all this passover promised and foreshadowed, 
he abrogated the oldtime celebration for one more 
solemn, more significant, more universal, more en- 
during. ‘The chief value of this passover story now 
is to point to the significance of that more gracious 
feast which is its child and heir. 

The first significance is that doth are fam of re- 
membrance, ‘That thought was deeply lodged in the 
heart of every Hebrew. Not only in his statutes, 
and in his psalms, but by this yearly celebration of 
the three feasts of unleavened bread, of the Pass- 
over, and of ‘l'abernacles, he recalled this last night 
in Egypt. So the Lord’s Supper recalls the last night 
in the land of the manger and the cross. It recalls 
the agony and the dying of Jesus. But there is one 
deep difference between the two. The passover re- 
called an event. The supper recalls not merely or 
chiefly an event, buta person, ‘This do ye in re- 
membrance of me.” e may have, as all nations 
have, as families may enjoy, many celebrations for 
remembrance. But the one feast which shall finally 
gather all mankind round its table is not the Pass- 
over. It is the Supper of the Lord. 

The second significance is that beth are feasts of 
redemption and deliverance. ‘When I see the 
blood, I will pass over.” These words may be safely 
and wisely read with the fullest possible meaning. 
They mean more to us than they meant to the He- 
brew people. Filled as their minds were with sacri- 
ficial ideas, they knew the lamb and its sprinkled 
biood to be symbolic of their offering, and they stained 
their doorposts as the sign that they were under the 
mercy of God, and were delivered from the chill 
breath of his angel of destruction. We may not have 
any clear view of how Christ’s blood delivers us. 
But we must have some conception and assurance of 
its part in our redemption. As we accept that deliv- 
erance, we also are sprinkling our doorposts, and the 
feast we celebrate marks and seals our redemption. 

The third significance is that doth are feasts of 
dedication. From that feast this people passed out 
in the darkness to live more loyally under God’s law, 
to be more peculiarly his people, to dedicate them- 
selves to his service. It was a night of the renewing 
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of the covenant, of the fuller yielding of their lives 
to God's obedience. It was the beginning of a new 
life, with new motives, new hopes, new joys, new 
energies. It was sadly marred, as their history de- 
clares, as our lives are sadly marred. Yet as they 
sped out of Egypt, with songs in their hearts, as they 
would not be safely on their lips, they knew that joy 
which men have who have partaken, with the bitter 
herbs of fresh repentances, and the quickened faith 
of cleansed hearts, of the flesh and blood of the 
Lamb. It is in that moment cof joy that we also 
dedicate ourselves anew,—‘‘set free to serve the 
living God.” Yet we rise higher than any Hebrew 
knew. Ours is a feast of communion, as theirs was 
not. 
Gtascow, ScoTLanp. 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


IME.—The events took place when Moses was 
beginning his eighty-first year, 480 years before 
Solomon's ‘Temple (1 Kings 6: 1), and, since 

the latter event is usually fixed at about 1,000 B.C. 
(in round figures), the Exodus would fall at the close 
of the fifteenth century B.C. 

Piace.— Moses doubtless conferred with the elders 
in the land of Goshen in Egypt, but the first Pass- 
over would be kept wherever in Egypt Israelites 
were to be found. 

ConnECTION.—From Chapters 7-11 we have the 
story of the struggle between Moses and Pharaoh, as 
representing the true God and the gods of Egypt. 
New comes the preparation made for the final contest 
and the victory of the Lord and his people. 

Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 2.—TZhis month; The year of the Israelites 
had hitherto commenced with the month correspond- 
ing either to the end of our September or the begin- 
ning of October (Exod. 23: 18). But from the time 
of the Passover two distinct reckonings were to be 
employed, the one sacred, the other civil, the first 
month of each year being the seventh month of the 
other, The month now referred to was the Jewish 
Abib, corresponding practically to our April, and it 
became the first month of the ecclesiastical year, 
while Tisri became its seventh month.—7ze begin- 
ning of months: The great deliverance was to be 
signalized by being the opportunity of a new. annual 
commencement. 

Verse 5.—iVithout blemish: See Leviticus 22 : 
18-20 ; a striking type of the Lamb of God (Heb. 
7: 96; 3 Pet. 2: 32). 

Verse 6.—Az even; Literally, ‘‘ between the two 
evenings.” Itseems to mean ‘' during the afternoon,” 
and not ‘*in the evening,” as in the old Versions. 

Verse 8.—Roast: The meat of the sacrificial meals 
was usually boiled (1 Sam. 2: 14, 15), but. by fire was 
simpler and quicker.—Un/euvened: See verse 18. 
Emblematic ot absolute purity (1 Cor. 5: 7, 8).— 
Bitter: Symbolical of the bitterness of Egyptian 
bondage (1 : 14). 

Verse 10.—Nothing :* All was to be consumed at 
one sitting, lest there should be any profanation, and 
also as symbolical of completeness of divine redemp- 
tion and of the unity of Israel. See John 1g : 36. 

Verse 12.—Gods of Egypt: Referring to the beast 
just mentioned, animal worship being an important 
part of the religion of the Egyptians, including the 
worship of bulls, sheep, goats, crocodiles, and others, 
The sudden mortality among these sacred animals 
would be regarded as a blow struck against the gods. 

Verse 13.—B/vod; Doubtless used as a symbol of 
the divine protection because of its association with 
sacrifice. The blood was not to be a token to the 
wer but to God on their behalf.—Pass over: 

yhen God saw the blood marks on the doors and 
lintel he would pass by, or over, that house, and spare 
its inmates. Dr, H. Clay Trumbull argues very 
forcibly that a Passover was not ‘‘a passing by” 
(see The Sunday School Times, 1907, p. 267, and 
the short article on page 454 of this issue), saying 
that according to a well-known covenant rite, the 
real meaning was that Jehovah would cross over the 
threshold and enter each home, expressive of his fel- 
lowship with the people. On this view the Passover 
sacrifice is identical with the primitive threshold cov- 
enant. Perhaps both ideas are included, as they 
certainly are in the antitype. Christ is at once our 
protection and our means of fellowship and covenant 
with God. It is striking that the emphasis is placed 
on God seeing the blood. 

Verse 21.—Ca/led for: Or made proclamation to 
them. See verse 27.—Draw out: Withdraw from 
the flock. Or it may mean ‘‘commence action,” 
after all the arrangements of verses 2-21. 

Verse 22.—Hyssop: A species of plant which 
grew on walls, and. which could furnish a stick or 
stalk of some length, It was evidently common in 
Egypt, the wilderness, and Palestine. Opinions 
differ as to the exact plant, though most favor the 
identification of the caper plant, which is abundant 
in the desert (1 Kings 4 : 33; John 19:29). It was 
used: in the cleansing of the leper and at other times 
(Lev. 14: 4, 51, 52; Num. 19 : 6), 
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Verse 23.—Pass through: God is here spoken of 
in human terms as moving from place to place. The 
terms of verses 12, 13 are closely followed, and the 
meaning of ‘the divine action will depend. upon our 
interpretation of that verse. The new expression is 
the reference to ‘‘the destroyer,” which is generally 


considered to refer to the actual agent in the killing. 


of the first-born, a destroying angel. Yet elsewhere 
God himself is spoken of..as the sole agent, 

Verse 25.—7he /and; Canaan, as in 3 : 8-17; 6:4; 
Genesis i7 : 8 ; 28: 4, etc. 

Verse 28.—Did they: This and the former verse 
record a beautiful expression of .the response of the 


people to the divine reveiation: they believed, wor- 


shiped, and obeyed. 


erse 31.—Rise up: At length the king realized - 


the futility of fighting against. Ged.. No man ever 
sins alone ; it is a universal law-that the sin, of one 
involves many more. 

Verse 32.—S/ess me: Probably accustomed to re- 
ceive blessings from his own priests. He was at 
length convinced from the miracles he had seen that 
the intercession of Moses-and Aaron would avail. 

Verse 37.—Rameses: See 1: 11.° It was in.the vi- 
cinity of the old city of Zoan, or Tanis.—Succoth : 
‘* Booths.” It has been suggested that the place was 
about fifteen miles south of Zoan, though others 
think that the same distance to the southeast is most 

robable. Huts made of reeds.are common in the 
atter district.—Z7housand: The Hebrew word can 
be translated ‘‘thousand” or ‘‘family.” If the for- 
mer, there are no doubt at difficulties in conceiv- 
ing the departure as well as the progress and main- 
tenance of about three millionsin the desert. For 
this reason Dr. Hoskins, in his book ‘‘ From the Nile 
to the Nebo,” argues very forcibly and reasonably for 
the latter view, and suggests that the numbers would 
be about one hundred thousand, and that these will 
be found to fit in satisfactorily with all the conditions 
(see pp. 163-188). But the narrative as it stand is ac- 
cepted by many leading authorities. See Urquhart, 
**New Biblical Guide” (Vol. III, p. rrr), and Orr, 
‘** Problem of Old Testament” (p. 364). 

Verse 38.—A mixed multitude: Perhaps Egyp- 
tians, or else other people who had become asso- 
ciated with Israel, and had been oppressed by. the 
Egyptians, and were therefore glad toescape. They 
are mentioned again in Numbers 11 : 4. 


Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Home.—Ki// the passover (v. 21). This was the 
ABC of trust. God would try their faith in a pri- 
mary way. They got harder lessons later,—and 
failed in their finals. Like many another, they were 
all right in the primary department. God would 
make salvation a family affair at the very beginning. 
It has been a family affairever since. At the close of 
the day’s tuil and soil and theevening meal. Breakfast 
is hurry, lunch is absence, supper in real families is the 
time of the whole flock and the fun. Father at one 
end of the table, mother at the otherend. And down 
each side line the rest of the performers. ‘‘Say, 
Pop,” shouts Jack from down next to mother, ‘‘ what's 
the difference between a man who has seen Niagara 
Falls and a man who hasn’t and a sandwich?” 
‘*Give it up—shoot,” replies pop. ‘*One has seen 
the mist, and the other has missed the scene.”’ ‘‘ But 
where does the sandwich come in?” asks Sallie. 
‘* Oh, that’s where you bite !” yells Jack as he dodges 
behind mother. And then abe the fun the Bible 
and prayers, when all are held up tothe loving Father 
in heaven. That way up at your house? (Josh. 24: 
15; Acts 2: 39.) 


Under the Red.— When he seeth the blood,... 
Jehovah will pass over (vy. 23). Iam writing on the 
train. At the shop a little book was given to me. 
Not acent to pay. The conductor just tore a page 
or two out of the book. Then he put me under the 
red by giving me acrimson card to stick in my hat. 
The conductor passes through the car, but leaves me 
at peace with my note-book. A fellow across the aisle, 
either too ignorant or too ‘‘ smart” to get under the 
red, is disturbed after every stop. He is not very 
sweet as he snaps, ‘‘ You got mine.” That red card 
virtually says, ‘‘ His way is paid to end of the run.” 
So what’s to bother me? What would be the use of 
finding fault with the conductor ? I got right with him 
by doing what he says. I don’t know why the con- 
ductor has to put me underthe red on this line. The 
conductors on all roads don’t doit. That is none of 
my business. Why we must get under the blood of 
Jesus is a great mystery to me. All I know is that 
the other passengers and I who are under it are hav- 
ing a happy, undisturbed journey through life, while 
the neighbors who are not are having bother and 
trouble (1 Pet. 1 : 18, 19; Col. 1 : 20). 


In the Parlor Car.-—Ye shall keep this service 
(v. 25). The conserving power of service-keeping. 
Our Sunday-school boys are safe when the great city 
swallows them if they ‘‘keep this service.” Our 
Y. M. C. A. boys in the city will be all right if they 
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_the table and take the blood of the passover. 


.the blood. Suppose to-morrow morning in 


- found as dead in body as in soul, because the 


- doing everything short of force to save them. 








LESSON FOR AUG. 10 (Exod. 12: 1-42) 


turn up in Tom Lawton’s Bible class and 
‘* keep this service.’’ God our inventor knows 
how to run what he has made without wear 
and tear, friction and break-down. Here 
are the directions for operation: ‘‘ KEEP 
THIS SERVICE.”’ Christians are to sit at 


The man who goes to a strange town and 
‘*keeps services’? keeps in good company 
and keeps out of bad. Nobody denies this. 
That is a big — for religion. I amon 
‘* the flyer.’’? On ahead is ‘‘ the smoker,” 
Up there is some cerd-playing, some drink- 
ing, some swearing. _ very ordinary- 
looking bunch, Back here in the ‘‘ ob- 
servation car’? where I am are splendid- 
looking folks enjoying the beautiful om > 
as it unfolds its loveliness behind us. ot 
an oath, not a bottle, nothing but ladies and 
gentlemen. I have paid extra money for my 
parlor-car service on the railroad, You pay 
nothing for this parlor-car service through 
life. Which? Well, **keep this service 
(Heb. 10; 25; Psa. 122; 1). 


When He Comes.— Zhere was a great cry 
in Egypt (v. 30). Some day there will be a 
great cry in Coatesville from those not under 


every godless home the first-born should be 


angel passed over and there was no blood! 
Who would be to blame? We ‘church 
folks’? have been having Sunday-schools, 
protracted meetings, handing out invitations, 


Down there in Egypt no one tried to get 
poor Si-Hesi’s house under the blood that 
night. But there is no excuse for you, and 
you will die as the fool dieth. Some day the 
cry will go up, the cry too of those who 
divide the spoil, - My home will stand here 
with its books, pictures, and furnishings, and 
no one to own and claim it, There will be 
hundreds of other such homes. The lawyers 
left will ‘fight and cry to heaven as they seize 
‘and spoil the: prey. Yea, that morning of 
crying will follow the night of death as har- 
‘vest follows sowing, as red leaves follow 
green, as gray hair follows black (1 Thess. 
4:16; Rev. I: 1-7). 

Tips.— 7hey despoiled the Egyptians (v. 36). 
‘¢ Despoiled”’ is the right word. No, not 
‘*hack wages.’’. No, not ‘\borrowed.’’ But. 
just as ithe’ Book says} “spoiled,?’ » I have: 
just had my lunch in the diner, and the son of 
Ham has turned: the tables and ‘“despoiled ”’ 
me, When was married, because it was a 

reat occasion, another fellow of the land of 

am **despoiled’’ me to a greater or less 
‘extent. ‘Shorty,’? the sawed-off, Italian 
bootblack at City Hall, has ju:t died leaving 
‘an estate of $100,000. He ‘‘despoiled”’ 
the politicians, The head porter of the New 
Onyx-Mahogany has just retired with a for- 
tune of $500,000. All ‘‘spoil.’’ . Yes, 
George, this is what happened in Egypt. 
Bakhsheesh. Tips. The superior person 
hands out the largesse to the inferior person 
(Exod. 3: 22). Jake Daly had worked for 
old man Happersett for years. Jake con- 
cluded he'd take a trip. The old man called 
him into his sitting-room, ‘Jake, I hear 
you are goin’ to leave me, you rascal,”’ 
* Yessur,’’ said Jake, pretty skeery-like. 
‘* Well,’’ said the old man, as he half-threw 
an envelope at Jake, ‘‘here’s somethin’ to 
take along, consarn ye.’’? And he stamped 
out of the room, Jake nearly fell over when 
he opened the envelope and found five twenty- 
dollar bills, This exodus incident shouldn't 
bother any one. 


COATESVILLE, PA, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


Why He Caught Nothing.— 7%e Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many (Golden Text). I have a friend in 
Scotland who is a fishing-tackle maker and 
an enthusiastic fisherman, and he told me 
once of losing his bait in a mysterious way, 
without catching anything. The explanation 
was that by some accident the barb had been 
broken from the hook. He said that this 
was exactly what happened when people 
preached the love of God to men, but left out 
of their gospel the essential truth that it is 
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Christ on the cross in whom the love is re- 
vealed. In other words, the condemnation 

our sins in Christ upon his cross is the 
barb on the hook, If you leave that out of 
your gospel your bait will be taken, but you 
will not catch men.—.4. W. Cooper, Allen- 
town, Pa. From * Studies in Theology,’ 
by the Rev. James Denney, D.D. 


No Seat for General Lee.— 7%e Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister (Golden Text). It is said, alleges 
the’ Baltimore Methodist, that General Lee 
was in the cars going to Richmond one day, 
and was seated at the end farthest from the 
door, ‘The other seats were filled with offi- 
cers and soldiers. An old woman, poorly 
dressed, entered at one of the stations, and 
finding no seat and having none offered her, 
approached the end where the general was 
seated. Ile immediately arose and gave her 
his seat, Instantly there was a general ris- 
ing, each one offering his seat to the general. 
But he calmly said, ‘*No, gentlemen; if 
there was no seat for the infirm old woman, 
there can be none for me.” ‘The effect was 
remarkable. One after another got out of 
the car. The seats seemed to be too hot for 
them, and the general and the old lady soon 
had the car to themselves.-—James D. Law- 
son, Charlottetown, P. E. 1. 


What Shall We Give to Christ? — Your 
lamb shall be without blemish (v.5). A 
tourist in Southern California tells of looking 
with much admiration at the wonderful 
flowers which grew about a fine residence. 
‘The lady of the house, seeing the visitors, 
came out and spoke to them very cordially, 
asking them questions about their home and 
their tour, Then taking a pair of scissors, 
she snipped off a fine handful of flowers, 
which she gave them. ‘They noticed, how- 
ever, that the flowers she cut were all past 
ripe, and when they turned away they gently 
shook the bouquet, and the petals nearly all 
fell to the ground, . ‘That is the kind of gifts 
too many give to Christ. But we dishonor 
him when we bring him our fading flowers. 
—Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. From 
Devotional Hours with the Bible, by J. R. 
Miller, The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration, 


Branding the Mavericks.—And when / 
see the blood, I will pass over you (v. 13). 
Out on the cattle ranches of the West the 
unbranded calves that roam at large are 
known as ‘* mavericks.’’ They are claimed 
by the man who is the first to get his brand 
on them at the annual ‘‘round-up.”’ A 
little Western girl had been baptized one 
Sunday by the Methodist minister of the 
town. Her schoolmates questioned her the 
next day as to the meaning of the ceremony. 
** Well,’’ she said, ‘*1 will just tell you. I 
was a little maverick out on the prairie, and 
that man put the Jesus mark on my forehead 
so that when he sees me he will know that I 
am one of his children.’’—JA/iriam Shafer, 
Cogdn Station, Pa. From ** Experiences of 
a Minister in the Far West,” in The Ladies’ 
Home Journal. 


Ready for Orders.— Did so; as Jehovah 
had commanded (v. 28). It would be well 
if every member when he joins the church 
would feel as the converted engineer who 
called on the pastor the next morning and 
said: ‘*I called to get myorders.’’ ‘* What 
orders?’’ inquired the pastor. ‘* Why, are 
you not the man who gives the orders?”’ 
‘*T don’t know what you mean,” said the 
pastor. ‘* You know,”’ replied the engineer, 
‘**T never run my engine out from the station 
till I get my orders from the train despatcher ; 
and as I am starting out on this New Jeru- 
salem road, I presumed you were the man to 
give me my orders.’’—J/rs. KR. W. Lowe, 
Delevan, N. Y. From Christian Nation. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


On page 454 of this issue is an illuminating 
article by Dr. Mackie on ‘‘ How the Jews 
Observe the Passover To-Day.”’ 


r SHALL ée the first month of the year 
to you (12:2). The Jews have two 
New Year’s Days: Passover, for relig- 
ious observances, the first of the sacred 
yearly festivals, while the first day of lunar 
October, the feast of Trumpets, was the day 
for secular and commercial purposes, the 
lettifig and selling of property, etc. 
They shall eat the flesh in that night (v. 8). 
This, the chief feature, is now omitted, the 
reason given being that now they have neither 


‘| stroying angel, 





priest, temple, nor altar for the sanctifying of 
the sacrifice. Instead of the lamb, there is 
now laid on the table, beside the father’s 
plate, a sheep’s ankle-bone, roasted and 
blackened with fire. 

With bitter herbs they shall cat it (wv. 8). 
In the Hebrew the word trai-tated with 
means upon, and the Jews dre careful to 
place the bread and bitter herbs close to- 
gether, one upon the other, in the act of 
eating them. This whimsical precision dates 
back to Rabbi Hillel, of the time when the 
temple was still standing, who drew atten- 
tion to this ‘letter of the law.’’ 

Your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat 
it in haste (v. 11). At the Jewish celebra- 
tion those partaking are directed to sit lean- 
ing somewhat to the left side. The reason 
assigned for the change is that: on the first 
occasion in Egypt, the Israelites were slaves 
and stood in the attitude of service, but after 
possessing Palestine they were a free people 
and therefore entitled to recline at the meal. 
It was more likely an imitation of the Greek 
and Roman custom, and the same explana- 
tion may account for the egg’on the table so 
as to begin the meal ad ovo; with the egg. 
If the Lord’s Supper was instituted on the 
Passover night, our Lord and his ‘disciples 
accepted the alteration. 


Ye shall put away leaven out of your 


houses (v. 15). This is sometimes rather 
awkward, especially when a Jew has a shop 
or mill, with bags of wheat or flour, some of 
which- may have become affected by damp, 
with a possibility of fermentation, ‘This diffi- 
culty is overcome by the device of formally 
selling the goods to a Christian neighbor who 
can be trusted, for the nominal price of a 
few cents, and then buying everything back 
for the same sum after the Passover week ! 
in the first day,...and in the seventh 
day a holy convocation (v. 16). It was equiv- 
aleut to a sabbath day, with cessation from 
all work, Outside of the area Dan to Beer- 
sheba the passover extends to eight days in 
case a mistake might have been. made in ob- 
serving the moon by those living too far 
away to get official, notice from Jerusalem. 
Lt is the sacrifice of Jehovah's passover 
(v, 27). ‘That is, the passing over: of the de- 


(walking over, or walking past) is the word 
used still by the Jews ij all the lands of their 
dispersion, This méaning is confirmed by 
the Arabic word feskkhah, meaning a step 
or pace. It is quite unnecessary to suppose, 
as some Critics suggest, that it referred to a 
dance, as at some Egyptian religious festival. 

There was a great cry in Egypt (v. 30). 
In Oriental families, a well-known wail is 
raised the moment that some member of the 
family has died. It is the intimation to 
friends and neighbers to leave everything 
and come and condole with them... On this 
occasion the family wail became a national 
announcement. 


ALEXANDRIA, Eoypr, 
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One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


SSAY OvutTLines.—After you have taught 
the lesson you may give the last half of 
the time to the writing of one-minute 

essays by the pupils, who will then read them 
to the class, To render the work easy, you 
will distribute to the pupils the following 
essay outlines, which ‘they will follow in their 
writing, adding whatever thoughts occur to 
them. Ifthe class are slow writers, the out- 
lines may be given to them in advance, for 
home work. In this case also the essays will 
be read in the class. 

PAssoOVER.—What the word means. Why 
the death-angel passed over the homes of 
the Israelites. What corresponds to this in 
Christian experience: the passing ever us of 
the death-angel that attends upon all sin. 

THE Passover: LaMB.—Why the lamb 
must be without blemish. Why it must be a 
male. Why it must be young. Ways in 
which Christ, the Lamb of God, was like the 
Passover lamb. 

THE UNLEAVENED BREAD.— Why the 
Passover bread was unleavened. Why the 
Hebrews ate this feast before starting out on 
their journey. Ways in which Christ is to us 
the Bread of life. How our religion ought 
to strengthen us for the journey of life. 

THE PassoveR CoMPANY.—Why families 
ate the Passover together. Why neighbors 
could. join in eating the feast together. Why 


The Hebrew word pesah: 
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our modern Passover feast is called a ‘*com- 
munion,’? The reasons why families should 
worship together at home. The reasons 
why Christians should worship together in 
churches. 

THE BLoop or THE LAMB, — Why the 
blood of an animal sacrificed stands for its 
life. Why the blood was splashed upon the 
lintels. What is meant by the phrase, 
** washed in the blood of the Lamb,”’ 

THE Hyssop.— What the hyssop is. How 
the hyssop was used in the ceremony. What 
is meant by the saying (Psa, 51 : 7), ‘* Purge 
me with hyssop, and f shall be clean,’’ 

THE VALUE OF MEMORIALS.—The pur- 
ones served among the Hebrews by the 
’assover feast. ‘The reasons why we also 
need to commemorate God’s blessings to us 
in the past. The great facts of which our 
communion service is a memorial, 

THE EGYPTIAN First-BoRN.—The fate of 
those whose lintéls did not bear the sacred 
blood, ‘The fate of those that are not saved 
by the blood of. Christ. The responsibility 
of Christians for those in danger of spiritual 
death. What we in this class can do 
about it. 4 


AUBURNDALE, Mass. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Almighty 
God, our heavenly Father, we acknowledge thy 
power and majesty, and we know thy loving- 

indness toward thy children in all the years of 
thy dealings with us. ‘lhou hast ever purposed 
life and growth for the sons of earth, and thou 
hast greatly blessed with many benefits those 
who would obey thee. Spare us, we pray thee, 
for a larger and truer service and loyalty than 
we have yet rendered unto thee, By the blood 
of Jesus Christ, our Saviour, who died. for us, 
may we have the abounding life that overflows 
in glad outpouring of lifé forthee. In Jesus’ 


‘name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Every one has a-place 
in God’s plan. We are not just thrown out 
into space to float. upon: every wind: that 
touches us, as the: thistle-down drifts: with 
the breeze.’ God has given us a will to do 


-what we are moved to do by the spirit within 


us, and he desires to have that.will,.at one 
with his own. In this way he can most 
readily fit us into his plan for us. 

In the midst of the smitten homes of Egypt 
there were to be homes not smitten, ‘The 
dwellers in these homes where the death- 
stroke was not to comé were commanded to 
do a definite thing, which would cause them 
to be recognized as homes obedient to Jeho- 
vah. He had a far-reaching plan for these 
Hebrews. It reached across years of train- 
ing in desert and fertile land, and even to us 
in this quiet room. Through the doorway 
with its mark of blood, the sign of a life- 
covenant with Jehovah, the Lord would go 
in protection, and the destroyer would not 
enter, Out of the lesson comes this message 
to tre heart and will of each one of us: 


wee Aste |: 


Ye shall do his commands whatever they 
are ; ye shall perform your part of the cove- 
nant. Then God will work out his best plan 
for you, and in this is life. How the lesson 
does lead us to the new covenant, the new 
life-agreement made through Christ, who is 
called ‘* our Passover,’? wherein surrender 
to him means life to us! Let us not fight 
God, as Pharaoh did, but follow and obey, 
and learn by experience what his love has in 
store for us. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Alas! and did my Saviour bleed.”’ 

‘** At the Lamb's high feast we sing."’ 

‘* From the cross uplifted high.’ 

** I lay my sins on hema 

‘In the cross of Christ I glory."’ 

** Just as I am, without one plea.” 

** Rock of ages, cleft for me.’’ 

** There is a fountain filled with blood."’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 111: 1-5 (226 : 2-4). 
Psalm 50 : 1-6 (104 : 1-3). 
Psalm 49 : 1-5 (103 : 3-5). 
Psalm 116 : 1, 9, 10 (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 23 : 1-5 (43: 1, 3 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE anniversary of that meal on Passover 
T night is now celebrated all around the 
world by loyal Jews wherever they 
may be. One of the most picturesque forms 
of the celebration is practised by the Samari- 
tan people living at Shechem in Palestine. 
‘They are not pure-blooded Jews. As we 
know, their right to fraternal recognition 
has long been denied by orthodox Hebrews ; 
but they themselves hold most dear the un- 
broken tradition of their descent from a few 
Hebrews left in Samaria after the Assyrian 
conquest in 722 B,C, (2 rm « 17:6; 18:11), 
A stereograph made at Passover time up 
on the rocky slope of Mount Gerizim gives a 
chance to see the annual ceremonies in prog- 
ress. ‘The Samaritan people all come to- 
gether for the feast, instead of keeping it in 
separate families, and their gathering is held 
out of doors. They have a tradition that 
Mount Gerizim is the *‘ Moriah’’ where 
Abraham made ready for the sacrifice of his 
only son, and for that reason the ground is 
considered sacred. 

Looking out through a stereoscope we see 
the men and boys of the Samaritan syna- 

ue in the open space before a number of 
fit e white tents—their family camp-homes, 
Most of the men wear long white robes or 
full white trousers and frocks, Some wear 
fez caps, some turbans. Lambs chosen for 
the ae have been blessed, killed and 
skinned. Now certain appointed men, walk- 
ing in couples, are carrying to the roasting- 
fire the carcasses, slung to poles that they 
bear on their shoulders. The roasting will 
be finished late at night. Then the com- 
memorative meal will be eaten by the men 
and boys, dressed according to the tradition, 
all ready for a journey. The women and 
girls have their own share by themselves in 
the family tents. 

(Use the Underwood stereograph entitled 
*¢ The Passover as Celebrated by the Samari- 
tans on Mount Gerizim.’’ Fuller informa- 
tion about this travel system was given in 
last week’s issue of the Times.) 
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The Primary. Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE,—Primary children cannot under- 

N stand the application of the Golden 

Text suggested from Matthew; there- 

fore substitute Exodus 12 : 13 b as a memory 

verse, in line with tbe story: ** When I seq 
the blood I will pass over you.’’ 

Lesson Teaching. — Obedience to God 
brings blessing. 

What Passover Means.—Have you watched 
the dark clouds gathering for a summer 
shower? Perhaps there was lightning and 
thunder as the cloud passed over your town 
or city. Children stop their play and run 
into the house to stay until the storm may 
pass over, (Write, as a compound word, 
** Pass-over.’’) Even grown folks hurry to 
find shelter, Sometimes the shower Jasses 
over quickly, and there is the rainbow of 
God’s promise afterward. (See Gen. 9: 
13. 14.) 

All over the world, every year, the Jews 
celebrate a feast called the Passover. Last 
spring there was a notice in our newspaper 
that the Jews were to begin their Passover 
service that evening. To-day’s Bible story 
tells how the Passover first began, hundreds 
of years ago, in Egypt, whea Moses was the 
leader of the children of Israel, 

Review.—By the burning bush God told 
Moses that he should lead the children of 
Israel from Egypt to their promised land. 
Moses obeyed, that he might bring this bless- 
ing to his people. It was hard to get them 
started, because King Pharaoh wanted to 
keep them as his slaves. God was stronger 
than King Pharaoh, One after another God 
sent the plagues. (Let the children name 
some.) The plagues did not harm the chil- 
dren of Israel. Moses told them to be ready 
to start quickly, when the time came, 

“ Lesson Story.—God told Moses, Moses 
told the officers, the officers told the people, 
just what each family should do. 

Can you tell what kind of meat each fam- 
ily tries to have for our Thanksgiving Day 
and Christmas? How do we cook it? Yes, 
we roast our Thanksgiving turkey whole. 

God commanded that each family of the 
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children of Israel, or two small families, 
should kill a young /amb and roast it whole. 
When each little lamb was killed, his blood 
was caught in a basin or dish. Then each 
father did a very strange thing to the door 
of his house. I think the children watched, 
and asked questions, (Under the word 
** Pass-over ’’ draw a door-frame and door.) 

‘The fathers said: Our leader, Moses, has 
told us that to-night there will be trouble in 
Egypt, and God has commanded ‘that we 
must mark our houses, so that the trouble 
may pass over us. Each father dipped a 
bunch of hyssop (like a small bunch of cel- 
ery) into the blood of the lamb, and sprinkled 
it on both sides and the top of the doorway. 

Mark. the door-frame with red crayon.) 
hea the door was plainly marked, each 
father said: Now, children, we must’ go in 
the house and shut the dvor. No one shall 
go out until the morning. God will bless 
those who obey. To-night he will send the 
last plague, death, to enter every house in 
Egypt which is not marked. ath will 
smite the first-born or oldest child, God has 
promised us: ‘* When I see the blood, I will 
ss over you.’’ (Complete this text, in two 
ines over the door, including the word 
** Pass-over,’’ already there. ) 

In every house, after the door was shut, 
the children of Israel dressed as if going on 
a journey, They-tied some clothing and 
food in bundles. They kept on their shoes, 
ready to start quickly, Each family ate the 
roast lamb, with plain bread. They waited, 
wondering what was happening outside, 
About midnight, death entered every Egyp- 
tian home, and took one child, but death 
passed over every home marked with blood. 
In King Pharaoh’s palace, and in the poorer 
homes there was great crying*’and mourning. 

In the night, Pharaoh sent word to Moses 
and Aaron : **Go, serve Jehovah, your God ; 
take men, women, and children, your cattle 
and a everything and go quickly, 
or we will all be dead.’’ By morning every- 
body was ready to start. The Egyptians told 
them to hurry, and gave them jewels of gold 
and silver, also clothing. With their bun- 
dles, the children of Israel started, while the 
By were busy burying their dead. 

This is why the Jews remember the Pass- 
over every year, They thank God for taking 
them out of Egypt. Moses told them they 
must remember that Passover always. If 
you have a little Jewish friend, ask him how 
and why they keep the Passover. 

Hand-work.—Dtaw a door and frame. 
Mark the sides and top and write ‘‘ Pass- 
over.”? (Ask your parents to read to you 
the Bible story from Exodus. ) 


CHICAGO, 
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** The Primary Department,” by Ethel /. 
Archibald, discusses many necessary phases 
of a primary teacher's problems and work. 
Every primary teacher should own a copy of 
this book. The price ts 50 cents postpaid 
Srom The Sunday School Times Co. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


Bt DAY celebrations are always times 
of rejoicing; do you not think so? 
Sometimes nations, as well as individ- 
uals, celebrate their birthdays. When do 
we celebrate our nation’s birthday? Can 
you name another nation which has a birth- 
day feast? To-day we study of one. Read 
what Jehovah told to Moses: ‘*This month 
shall be to you'the beginning of months. It 
shall be the first month of the year to you.”’ 
Before this time Jehovah worked out his 
plans through a chosen family. Now, after 
four hundred and thirty years of growth in 
Egypt, the Hebrews have developed into 
a mighty nation, and the feast which cele- 
brated their deliverance from Egyptian op- 
pression and the last and worst plague was 
the Passover, about which we study to-day. 

1. The Passover. Recall the details of 
Jehovah’s directions. Tell of the sacrifice, 
the preparation of the lamb, the manner of 
eating it, the future memorial celebration. 

2. The Redeeming Blood. Wut was it the 
feasting that saved these neople? Every Ile- 
brew who desired to go was saved. Did all 
of the flocks escape too? No, one little 
lamb was sacrificed, that the Hebrew fam- 
ilies might mark their door-posts and be 
spared in this tenth plague. What was this 


| plague ? 


How did the blood of the lamb save the 
people? Let the girls tell the story of the 





passing over of Jehovah’s messenger of 
death. The lamb was sacrificed, but how 
much grander is the sacrifice of a man who 
willingly gives his life to save his fellow-men. 
I told the girls of Dr. Walter Reed’s work 
in Cuba with yellow fever and mosquitoes, 
and how Dr, Lazear gave Ais life in this 
cause. But greater still is the sacrifice by 
which you and I are to be saved from eter- 
nal death. ‘hat little lamb was a symbol of 
Jesus Christ. Mark and memorize Matthew 
20 : 28, Have the girls note points of com- 

rison between the Passover lamb and 
Tae Christ, and the Hebrews’ bondage 
and ours. What wonderful love must have 
prompted the sacrifice. 

Such love for you and me! How are you 
repaying it? The Hebrews were henceforth 
to celebrate this beginning with a memorial 


service. It is always the real beginning of a 
girl’s life when she gives herself to Jesus 
Christ. You celebrate your physical birth- 


days ; do you celebrate your spiritual ones? 
How old are you in your Christ life? Do 
you grow stronger spiritually each year as 
a do physically, and are you doing bigger, 

arder work each year. Some have not yet 
celebrated this spiritual birthday. They 
have not yet begun to live. Why not begin 
to-day, and then make each communion ser- 
vice your memorial feast of the Lamb slain 
for you. Read that beautiful sianza, 


**Oh, dearly, dearly has he loved, 
And we must love him too, 
And trust in his redeeming blood, 
And try his work to do. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Exodus 12 : 29-36. Why did the 
Iiebrews take the Egyptian gold? Why 
would their bread be unleavened ? 

Read Exodus 12 : 37-51. How long were 
the Hebrews in Egypt? How many came 
down, and tell how many left Egypt? 


Read Exodus 13 : 17¢32. Where was the 
way of the Philistines? Why was not the 
shortest way best? 


Read Exodus 14 : I-10. What does Pha- 
raoh decide to do? Why does he pursue at 
this time ? 


Read Exodus 14: 10-15. What is’ the 
effect of Pharaoh’s approaching army on the 
Isralites? ‘Note the faith of Moses, verses 
13, 14. 

Read Exodus 14: 15-31. How were the 
Israelites delivered? Memorize Isaiah 65 : 
24, and first stanza of ‘‘ He leadeth me.”’ 
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Pucker’s oy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EACHER began the lesson by asking us 
what day of all the year we liked best. 
** Fourth of July,’’ hollered Bulldog. 

‘¢ Thanksgiving,’’ said Bumps, smacking 
his lips. 

‘*Christmas,’’ answered all the rest of us 
right together. 

Then teacher had us tell what each of 
these days was to celebrate, and he told how 
the Jews even now celebrate their escape 
from Egypt by the Passover feast. 

Next we reviewed the first nine plagues, 
remembering them by their names on the 
board last Sunday. 

Teacher had Skinny tell all about the 
lamb an | how they cooked it, the stuff they 
ate with it, how they stood up with all their 
wraps on, and all that. 

**What did they do with the blood?’’ he 
asked, 

‘*Spattered it on the door frame,’’ an- 
swered Bumps. So I unwrapped the door 
we had made and showed the three places 
where we had smeared red paint to stand for 
blood. Teacher said our door was fine, and 
he gave it to the Superintendent to show to 
the school. 

Then teacher asked about the first-born of 
all the Egyptians dying, and we told him how 
it was. We named who would have been 
dead in all our homes, if we had lived there, 
and who it would have been in all the houses 
on Church Street. Teacher said it was 
worse than the Cherry mine disaster when so 
many homes had crape on the door at the 
same time, because in Egypt it was every 
house. 

**No wonder old Pharaoh gave in to let 
them go,’’ exclaimed Bumps, ‘* who would- 
n’t ? ” 

** Yes,”’ replied teacher, ‘* you’d think with 
that example before us no one would ever 
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dare hold out against God, but people do, 
and still insist on having their own way.”’ 

“They don’t get killed for it now,’’ de- 
clared Bulldog. 

‘*No, not often,’’ answered teacher. 
‘*But you remember when Jack Bennett's 
baby died, poor Jack cried so because he 
hadn’t kept his promise to be a Christian, 
and how he joined the church right after- 
ward? God used a death to humble him, 
didn’t he ?”’ 

** Anyway it isn’t safe to fight against 
God,’’ he went on. ‘If we want God on 
our side we must be on God’s side. The 
best way to live is to say, ‘Thy will, not 
mine be done.’ ”’ 

** How was it that none of the Israelites 
died ?’’ asked teacher next. 

**The blood of that lamb on the door 
saved them,’’ answered Fred. 

**Hiuh,’’ exclaimed Bulldog. ‘*I don’t 
see how killing a sheep could keep folks 
from dying.’’ 

**No,’’ said teacher. ‘‘It wasn’t the 
lamb that saved them, any more than it is 
the piece of paper that saves the prisoner 
whom the judge pardons. God saved them 
through his love. But the blood of the 
lamb was the sign he gave them to see if 
they really loved and trusted him.’’ 

** The lamb had another great meaning,’’ 
went on teacher, ‘** It was a type of Christ.’’ 
So he had us look up tkat verse in 1 Cor- 
inthians 5 : 7, where it says, ‘* Christ our 
Passover is saciificed for us,’’ and the one in 
1 Peter 1:19 about Jesus being a lamb 
without blemish and without spot. But he 
said Jesus was specially like that lamb be- 
cause his blood was God’s sign of his love, 
given to see if we wili love and trust him. 

** If we do,’’ he said, ** God’s life is united 
to our lives, and we are safe in him.”’ 

** It would take a Philadelphia lawyer to 
understand it,’’ sighed Bumps, looking puz- 
zled. 

**Ob, you don’t have to understand it,’’ 
answered teacher, ‘‘ any more than the Israel- 
ites understood. Just trust and obey.’’ 
Then he put on the board : 


WITH GOD) - LIFE 
WITHOUT GOD. DEATH 


‘¢That’s' the -fact,” he said; *‘ and faith in 
Christ is what'unites us to God,”’ 

. He passed around a picture of a girl in a 
shipwreck, hanging on to a big stone cross 
that he said stood for Christ in the storm of 
life: While we were looking at it he told a 
story about an old minister who had always 




















Clouded Brain 
Clears Up on Change to Proper Food 


The brain cannot work with clearness 
and accuracy, if the food taken is not 
fully digested, but. is retained in the 
stomach to ferment and form poisonous 
gases, etc. A dull, clouded brain is 
likely to be the result. 

A Mich. lady relates her experience 
in changing her food habits, and resulis 
are very interesting : ‘ 

‘“*A steady diet of rich, greasy foods 
such as sausage, buckwheat cakes and 
so on, finally broke down a stomach and 
nerves that, by inheritancé, were sound 
and strong, and medicine did no appar- 
ent good in the way of relief. 

‘*My brain was clouded and dull and 
I was suffering from a case of constipa- 
tion that defied all remedies used. 

‘“*The ‘Road to Wellville,” in some 
providential way, fell into my hands, 
and may Heaven’s richest blessings fall 
on the man who was inspired to write it. 

‘*I followed directions carefully, the 
a ggg culture and all, using Grape- 

uts with sugar and cream, leaving 
meat, pastry and hot biscuit entirely out 
of my bill of fare. ‘The result—I am in 
perfect health once more. 

‘“*I never realize/I have nerves, and 
my stomach and bowels are in fine con- 
dition. My brain is perfectly clear and I 
am enjoying that state of health which 
God intended his creatures should enjoy 
and which all might have, by giving 
proper attention to their food.” Name 
aie by Postum Co., Battle Creek, 

ich. Read, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville,” 
in pkgs. ‘*There’sa Reason.”  , 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 




















LESSON FOR AUG. 10 (Exod. 12: 1-42) 


been an awful man and converted hun- 
dreds. When he came to die they told him 
he would sure go to heaven because he had 
done so much good. But he shook his head, 
and said over and over, ‘* Christ my Pass- 
over.’’ Teacher said that was what the old 
man was trusting in, and it must be the same 
for every one of us, 
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As the bell rang be told Fred and Bert to 
come over to his house Monday night and 
he would help them make a relief map for 
next Sunday. The rest of us have to think 
up what was the strangest thing about the 

rocession as the Israelites marched out of 
Eeypt 
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Professor Erdman’s Bible Class 


By Charles R. 


Erdman, D.D. 





Keeping the Feast 


HE twelfth chapter of Exodus is the 
¥ central, supreme section in the story 
which has given the book its name, 

It is compared in its significance with Le- 
viticus 16, Luke 15, Romans 8, It records 
the infliction on Egypt of the tenth plague 
(vs. 29-30), the safety of Israel and their de- 
parture from Egypt (vs. 31-36), and the in- 
structions for the continual, annual observ- 
ance of the Passover as a memorial of their 
deliverance from Egypt (vs. 14-20, 24-28). 
This redemption was wrought by power and 
by d/ood. In the successive plagues God 
manifested his ‘‘ mighty hand,’’ and in the 
night of- supreme peril Israel found safety 
beneath the sprinkled blood (vs. 3-13, 21-23). 

‘The Passover was henceforth to mark the 
beginning of the Hebrew sacred year (vs. 
1,2). It suggests to us the interesting study 
of Zhe Hebrew Feasts, and divisions of time. 
(Read Leviticus 23 and 25.) We find three 
great annual festivals: Passover (23 : 4-14), 
Pentecost (vs. 15-21), and Tabernacles (vs. 
23-25); but also the weekly Sabbath (vs. 
1-3), the Feast of Trumpets (vs. 23-25), 
Atonement (vs, 26-32), the ‘*Sabbatic 
year’’ (25: 1-7), and the ‘* year of Jubilee” 
(vs. 8-55). 

It will be seen at once that these ‘set 
times’? or ‘appointed seasons’’ for rest 
and worship and historic commemoration 
composed a system in which. the formative 
element or figure was ‘‘ seven,’’.. This was a 
satréd number, indicating completeness and 
rest. First there was the Sabbath, marking 
a ** week of days”’ ; fifty days after Passover 
came Pentecost, marking seven weeks, or a 
‘“*week of weeks’’; then came the great 
sacred seventh month, ushered in by the 
Feast of Trumpets, containing the Feasts of 
Atonement and Tabernacles, and making a 
‘* week of months.’’ ‘Then came the ‘‘ Sab- 
batic year,’? marking a ‘‘ week of years’’ ; 
and lastly ‘‘ Jubilee,’ the fiftieth year, mak- 
ing seven times seven years, or a ** week of 
heptads.”’ 

For the Hebrews these festivals all pointed 
back in some way to the great deliverance 
from Egypt. They were signs and seals of 
the keeping of the covenant with Jehovah, 
but also suggested that Jehovah was the Re- 
deemer and Preserver of his covenant people. 
Our Christian observance of the Lord’s Day 
sums up and suggests most of the truths 
which these feasts recalled or prophesied. 
Particularly is it a day consecrated to rest, 
and to commemorating our redemption 
through Christ, who on this day rose from 
the dead. Many Christians, however, find 
suggestive parallels and prophetic sugges- 
tions in these ancient feasts. Passover be- 
comes Easter, and Pentecost Whitsunday, 
marking the gift of the Holy Spirit on’ the 
first Christian Pentecost ; and Tabernacles is 
seen to embody the thought of our Thanks- 
giving Day, our ‘¢ Harvest Ilome.”’ 

Some love to go further still, and to see dis- 
pensational truths suggested by this ancient 
system. As Passover recalls the death and 
resurrection of Christ, so Pentecost suggests 
the present day of ingathering, still incom- 
plete, in-which the church of Christ is being 
formed. The Feast of Trumpets suggests 
the returning Christ and the resurrection of 
the just (1 Thess. 4: 13-18). The Day of 
Atonement suggests the repentance and con- 
version of Israel (Zech. 12: 10; Rom. I1: 
I-15); Tabernacles, the conversion of the 
world (Zech. 14); the Sabbatic year suggests 
the millennial peace (Psa. 96; Isa. 11, 123 
Rev. 20); the year of Jubilee the blessedness 
of the eternal age when ‘the tabernacle of 
God is with men’’ (Rev, 21, 22). 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—In the narrative of the Passover 
the story of the Redemption of Israel is com- 
plete. The first nine plagues had not suf- 











ficed to break the power and will of Pha- 
raoh ; but the loss of the first-born of Egypt 
and the ** passing over’’ of the families of 
Israel so manifestly showed that God was 
intending to deliver his people, that the 
Egyptians were eager to have Israel leave 
their land (Exod. 12 : 29-36). The deliver- 
ance wrought suggests, in striking symbol- 
ism, our redemption from sin. Like the re- 
demption of Israel, it is wrought by power 
and by d/o0d: by the blood of Christ, by the 
ower of the Holy Spirit (Exod, 12 : 12, 13; 
ev. 17: 11; Heb. 9: 22; 1 John 1:7; 
Rom. 3 : 24, 25; 1 Pet. 1: 19; Rom. 8: 1-11). 
Tuesday.—As we read the directions for 
observing the Passover, the interest centers 
upon ¢he Zamé and the sprinkled blood (Exod. 
12; I-13), and with the details in mind we 
have no difficulty in noticing the respects in 
which Christ fulfils our type as the Paschal 
Lamb (John 1: 29, 36; 2 Cor. §: 21; John 
ance? Rev. 5 :6, 12; John 11:55; 13:1; 


* 53). 

Wednesday.—The Passover was to be ob- 
served through the coming generations as @ 
memorial. (Exod, 12: 14-20, 24-28). .It is 
thus an evident type of the Lora’s Supper, 
to which it has given place (Luke 22 : I-20). 
Both point backward to a redemption already 
accomplished, and to a greater redemption 
yet to come, Every Passover pointed back 
to the deliverance from Egypt and forward 
to the Lamb of God who was to die for the 
sins of the world. Every observance of the 
Lord’s Supper, points backward to Calvary, 
and forward to the blessed, glorious coming 
of Christ (1 Cor. 11 : 23-26). 

Thursday.—That the Passover was a feast, 
even while the angel of death was so near, 
suggests the true attitude and state of the 
heart and mind of the believer. We are 
already saved. We are under the blood, 
We need have no fear. Some lack assur- 
ance of salvation, Every Israelite was safe 
if the blood had been sprinkled ; only those 
were sure of their safety who believed what 
God said about the blood. The work of 
Christ saves us; our acceptance of the word 
gives ffs assurance (Exod, 12: 21-23; Col, 
1:20; Rom. 8:1; 1 John 5: 1-12; John 
5: 24. 

Friday.—The feast was inseparably con- 
nected with the ‘‘ days of un/eavened bread” 
(Exod, 12: 14-20), Leaven was always a 
symbol of evil. Our lives, as tollowers of 
Christ, are to be full of confidence and joy 
in the assurance of salvation; but they must 
be free from impurity and uncleanness. If 
we have taken Christ as our Passover Lamb, 
then we must exclude all evil from our lives, 
and ‘**keep the feast, with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth ’’(1 Cor. § : 7, 8). 

Saturday.—The night of the Passover 
marked the beginning of the wilderness 
journey (Exod. 12: 37).. We should note 
the main incidents between Egypt and Sinai, 
and compare them with the experiences 
in our own lives which they symbolize. 
Marah (15 : 22-26), the ** bitter water sweet 
ened.’’ Elim (15: 27),‘‘rest.”?> The manna 
(chap. 16), ‘* bread from heaven.’’ Massa 
(17: 1-7), ‘*the riven rock,”” Amalek (17: 
8-16), victory. 

Sunday.—The Passover, as celebrated 
during the passing years, had one striking 
feature : the ‘‘ waving of the sheaf of first- 
fruits.’’ This sheaf was a pledge and earnest 
of the coming harvest. So the resurrection 
of Christ is a pledge and assurance of our 
resurrection. On this Sunday, this resur- 
rection day, read 1 Corinthians 15. 


Questions for Review 


1. What is the main contents of Exodus 
12, Lifke 15, Leviticus 16? 
2. Name the Hebrew feasts and state the 
significance of each? 
Ilow does Christ fulfil the type of a 
paschal lamb ? 





4, What are the main features of the 
Lord’s Supper ? ' 

5. What is meant by: redemption ? 

6. What New ‘Testament references to 
leaven can be found? | 

7 To what feast does the Lord's Supper 
point forward ? (Rev.: 19 : 6-9.) 

Books for Reference 

The Expositor’s Bible, Exodus, Chapter 
XII (Doran, 60 cents, net). : 

** Notes..on Exodus,’’ by ‘*C. H. M.,,”’ 
Chapter XII (Revell, 50 cents). 

**The Life and ‘Times of Jesus the Mes- 
siah,’? by Edersheim, Vol, Il, pp. 490, etc. 
(Longmans, 2 vols., $2). . 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





HE tendency of much in modern wor- 
ship is toward delegating to others all 
active share in audible praise and 

prayer. Many men never speak in public, 
nor deem it possible to do so, owing to a 
lack of participation and experience, If 
trained in childhood they would not find it 
difficult or embarrassing. It would simply 
be a matter of course. ; 

Here is where the blessing of reading 
around at family prayerscomes in. It needs 
to be the most natural thing. to do so, and 
the two verses each meant that each one had 
a real personal interest in the lesson. 

In some homes the custom has been ob- 
served of each child leading in prayer at the 
Sunday family prayer service, ‘This has been 
done so naturally that no peculiarity nor 
strangeness has been related to it. 

I have also known certain homes where 
familiar psalms or short passages of Scripture 
were also quoted in unison, Regularity and 
naturalness will soon remove all that might 
be embarrassing, and the moral influence will 
be helpful and stimulating. ‘The members of 
one lovely Christian home always repeat to- 
gether one of three or four familiar blessings 
before each meal, and the friend or stranger 
who sits down with them immedjately gains 
their spirit of homelike gratitude to the unseen 
and loving Father above. ‘lhe influence of 
that custom has marked that family with a 
quiet personality of reverence and spirituality. 





August 4 to 10 


Mon.—Exodus 12: 21-31. The Passover. 

The salvation of Israel’s first-born was 
evidenced by the death of the first-born of 
Egypt. Saving power infers directly the 
sure condemnation of those who refuse to do 
God’s will. A day of grace cannot be valued 
unless the result of sin is also known. We 
are saved from death by'the passover lamb 
of God who took away our sin. 


Our loving God, we thy humble children 
thank thee for thy forgiveness and thy love. 
Conscious of our own weakness and failure 
we prise the more thy great sacrifice and 
grace, May we tell the story of thy grace to 
those who are hopeless without thee, and 
thus save them and those dear to them, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen, 

Tues.—Exodus 12: 1-20. Law of the Passover. 

Law is not made to be an arbitrary rule of 
life, but to assist us. in knowing and doing 
the will of God. The children of Israel 
needed very definite instruction, for their 
tendencies were toward self-wish and self- 
will. Exact and immediate obedience were 
required, 


Almighty God, our Father in heaven, we 
thank thee that thou hast been the God of 
our fathers, and that:in past generations 
thou hast proved thyself constant and sure 
in all thy promises. Help us to obey thee 
exactly and promptly, knowing that those 
who so act never fail to receive thy blessings, 


in. our Saviour’s name, Amen, 
Wed.—Exodus 12 : 37-51. 
Partakers of the Passover. 


The great bond of union in the home and 
among the children of Israel was the eating 
of the passover. The strangér and foreigner 
should not partake. The national and home 
tie centered in God. In the covenant with 
him all other ties were strengthened, Our 
homes to-day need to partake together of the 
tokens of his presence and love. 

Almighty and most merciful God, our 
Father in heaven, may we not only commit 
our way unto thee, but, may we honor thee 





459 


in keeping thy ordinances and commands, 
May we meet together with our families and 
within thy church to honor thee in united 
and sincere devotion, and ever keep thy ho/y 
laws. In thy name. Amen, 


Thurs.— Matthew 26 : 17-30. Observed by Jesus, 

The life of Jesus shows how careful he 
was to observe all the customs and laws of 
God which pertained to all the people. Al- 
though he was God himself, he was the Son 
of man as well, and he who was himself the 
founder of law was most careful to observe 
and obey in every point. 


Dear Master, may thy life and example 
help us in our strict obedience to thy law. 
May we never teach thy truth without doing 
thy will, In leading others may we be led 
ourselves and always follow thy examfile in 
doing our definite and simple duty. iday 
we avoid the appearance of evil by ever being 
interested in all good works and ways, In 
thy name, Amen, 


Fri.—Exodus 21 : 2-6; Ruth 4: 1-10, 
Threshold Covenants. 


There is a tendency with us all to be more 
loyal ‘in friendship, or at least in outward 
manifestation of friendship, to those outside 
our home than to those of our own families. 
Others often see the best side of us instead 
of our own loved ones, Why not give the 
best we have to those whom we really love 
the most? . 


Our Father who art in heaven, we thank 
thee for thy great love to us, and for thy 
constant care over us, May we give to our 
own homes and loved ones the very best we 
have, and may we never show a better self to 
strangers than to our own flesh and blood, 
For Christ's sake, Amen, 


Sat.—Rev. 3: 7-22. Jesus at the Door. 

The twentieth verse is the gem of all, ‘‘Be- 
hold, I stand at the door and knock,’’ Hol- 
man Hunt, the great. artist, painted ‘* The 
Light of the World® from the suggestion of 
this verse. Jesus stands at the thatched 
door knocking, a lantern in one hand, There 
is no latch seen, for the latch of this door is 
on the inside! We must open it if Christ is 
to enter the heart. 


Our loving Father, may our hearts be re- 
Sponsive to th invitation, and may we open 
the door and let thee in. When temptation 
assails may we realise how near thou art, 
and bid thee comein, When impatience and 
anger are within may we bid thee enter, and 
by thy presence drive them out, In thy 
name, Amen, 


Sun.—John 10: 1-9. Jesus the Door. 

There are many doors which we can pass 
through to enter the best rooms of life, but 
no door save Christ himself to the eternal 
life with God the Father. ‘I am the door, 
by me if any man enter in he shall be 
saved.’? May we never enter by another 
expecting peace and joy, but ever enter by 
Christ each day into the daily blessings of 
eternal life. 


Gracious Lord and Master, may thy 
presence this and every day keep us away 
Jrom the sins of our own selfish hearts, 
May we enter into thy life in all things, 
and wilt thou enter ours, dispelling all ten- 
dencies which are impetuous and unkind, 
May we enter the rooms of peace and quiets 
ness daily by thyself, the door, and thus 
honor thee, For thy sake, Amen, 


Ghe Sanday School Gines 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting | 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, August 10, 1913 


Heroes and Heroines of the Temper- 
ance Cause (Dan. 1 : 8-17). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MoON.+The oath-bound (Num. 6 : 1-5). 
‘1 UESA-True to promise (Jer. 35 : 4-10, 14). 
WrpD.—Clean priests (Lev. 10 : 8-11). 
‘luuks.— Prohibition territory (Deut. ag : 


1-6), 
F Rt. —God's will for men (Luke 1 ; 13-17). 
Sav.—A hero for others (Rom, 14 : 16-23). 











Tell about your favorite temperance worker, 


What kind of heroism has temperance calied 
forth ? 


How may we join the ranks of temperance 
workers ? 


ILOSE who believe in the cause of tem- 
perance should never forget the im- 
mense service rendered by Father 

Mathew, the great Roman Catholic temper- 
ance advocate of the first half of the last 
century, The New Encyclopedia Britannica 
contains a brief account of his remarkable 
life : 

** Mathew, Theobald (1790-1856), Irish 
temperance reformer, popularly known as 
Father Mathew, was descended from a branch 
of the Llandaff family, and was born at 
‘Thomastown, ‘lipperary, on the roth of 
October, 1790. He received his school edu- 
cation at Kilkenny, whence he passed for a 
short time to Maynooth; from 1808 to 1814 
he studied at Dublin, where in the latter 
year he was ordained to the priesthood. 
Iiaving entered the Capuchin order, he, after 
a brief time of service at Kilkenny, joined 
the Mission in Cork, ‘which was the scetie of 
his’ religious and benevolent labors for: maiiy 
years,” The movement with ‘which his name 
is most intimately associated began in 1838 
with the estadithment of a totababstinence 
association, which in less thati nine months, 
thanks to his moral influence and-eloquence, 
‘enrolled no fewer members than. 150,000 
names, It rapidly spread to Limerick and 
elsewhere, and some idea. of its popularity 
may be formed from the fact that at Nenagh 
20,000 persons are said to have taken the 
pledge in ohe day, 100,000 at Galway in two 
days, and 70,000 in Dublin in five days. “In 
1844 he visited Liverpool, Manchester, and 


London with almost equal success. In 1849 | 


he paid a visit to the United States, returning 
in 1851. Ile died at Queenstown on the 8th 
of December, 1856.’’ ‘ 

Another noted temperance orator was 
Francis Murphy, who thirty years ago did 
nearly as great a work in America as Father 
Mathew had done in Great Britain and Ire- 
land. The greatest of all our American 
temperance leaders, however, was unques- 
tionally John B. Gough, whose story was told 
in this column some years ago, and can be 
read in his own books or in the books about 
him. 

One who knew all these workers well, and 
who worked with them, and who was one of 
the most loyal and loving of temperance 
pleaders, was Theodore L. Cuyler, for thirty 
years pastor of the Lafayette Avenue Church 
in Brooklyn, He was always an intense and 

_enthusiastic advocate of temperance, and in 
land, in the days when that question was 
g agitated, he delivered an address at a 
ic meeting in Glasgow which carried his 
ors by storm. In giving his autograph 
: ) newspaper friend, Dr, Cuyler wrote, 
tBetjurs teetotally, T. L. Cuyler.’” He 
f the first tract published by the Na- 
1 ‘'emperance Society, in 1865, entitled 
Shot at the Decanter,’’ which began 
his paragraph : 

oe here is a current story that a Quaker 
once discovered a thief in his house; and 











taking down his grandfather's old fowling- | 
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piece, he quietly said, ‘Friend, thee had 
better get out of the way, for I intend to fire 
this gun right where thee stands.’ With the 
same considerate spirit we warn certain good 
people that they had better take the decanter 
off their table, for ‘we intend to aim a Bible 
truth right where the decanter stands, It is 
in the wrong place, It has no more business 
to be there at all than the thief had to be in 
the honest Quaker’s house, We are not 
surprised to find a decanter of alcoholic poi- 
son on'the countér of a dram-shop whose 
keeper is ‘ licensed’ to sell death by measure. 
But we are surprised to find it on the table 
or the sideboard of one who professes to be 
guided by the spirit and the teachings of 
God’s Word. That bottle stands right in the 
range of the following inspired utterance of 
St. Paul: ‘It is good neither to eat flesh, 
nor to drink wine, nor anything whereby thy 
brother stumbleth.’ This text must either 
go out of the Christian’s Bible, or the bottle 
go off the Christian’s table. ‘The text will 
not move; the bottle must.”’ 

We have had no more lovable temper- 
ance worker or Christian preacher than 
Theodore Cuyler. 





[ Children at Home 








Grandma’s Trip to the Party 
By Hilda Richmond 


*¢ [TT IS too bad that Grandma Bliss will 
have to stay at home from the party,’’ 
said Mrs. Long. ‘*I’ve tried and 

tried to persuade her to go in a carriage, but 
she is so afraid of horses. ‘I'he weather has 
been so beautiful that she has been planning 
all week to go, but this heavy snow spoiled 
it all. I am as disappointed as she is.’’ 

** Couldn’t we take her in Betty’s ‘sleigh, 
mama?’’ asked Jessie. ‘* Ralph and Esther 
and Joe and all the boys and girls would 
help pull, and she‘is so tiny, you know.” 

**That is a good idea,’’ said Mrs. Long. 


*¢Do you think: all the children would be |. 


willing to-hetp?-—It means. missing. mest -of 
the Saturday afternoon’s fun, you know.”’ 
**T’ll see in & mifiute,”’ cried Jessie, flying 
into her wraps. ‘*I’ll be back so quick, 
mama, you wonh’t know how I’ve done it.”’ 
The little girl came panting back in a few 


minutes to say they would all help, and they | 


would sweep a path so Grandma Bliss would 
not have to step in the snow at all.’ Mrs. 


Long threw a shawl over her head and ran |} 


to the little cottage across the way, coming 
back all smiling and happy in a little while 
to say that Grandma Bliss would be delighted 
to go if the children wanted to take her. 

Mrs. Duane was giving a party that after- 
noon for her mother, who was past eighty 
years old, and she had asked all her mother’s 
old friends in to spend the afternoon. Mrs, 
Biiss was not really the grandma of any little 
girl, but all the children delighted to claim 
a share of her. 

** Well, 1 think this is lovely,’’ said Grand- 
ma Bliss, when the children brought the 
sleigh to her very door, ‘It’s a lucky thing 
I’m not very big, or I couldn’t get into this 
fine little sleigh. Children, you know how 
frightened I am about horses. Aremy steeds 
safe and steady this afternoon?’’ 

** Perfectly safe !’’ cried the eight boys 
and girls who were holding the long rope. 
** We'll be very careful, Grandma, and Mrs, 
Long is going to walk beside the sleigh.’’ 

Just when the skating was at its best, the 
children had to run to Mrs, Duane’s to take 
Grandma Bliss home that afternoon; but 
they didn’t mind it a bit. 


**T’ve had the best time I ever had in my | 
life,’’? said Grandma Bliss, ‘‘ and it’s all due: 


to my dear grandchildren. It was the nicest 
arty, and we all had such good times.’’ 
‘*Thank you very much, children, for 
bringing Grandma Bliss,’’ said Mrs. Duane, 
tucking her in safe and warm. ‘‘It has 
given my mother great pleasure to have her 
this afternoon, And now I want you all to 


| come back, as soon as you get your passenger 


home, and help eat the pink ice cream and 
bonbons left from the party. Your mothers 
are all willing, and I want you very much.’’ 

** Isn’t that lovely ?.’’ said the children, as 
they went carefully down the street with the 
sleigh and then ran back like wild Indians. 
** We didn’t miss much of the fun, and this is 
better than coasting.’’ 


KENTON, OHIO. 
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Madame Olive Schreiner 
the gifted writer, states : 
“Nothing that I have 
taken for years has given 
mie such a sense of vigor as 
Sanatogen.”’ 


Col. Heary Watterson 

the famous Editor, 
. writes: 
{ “1 feel 1 owe-it to truth 
to state that. have made.a. 
thorough ‘trial of Sanato- 
gem, and that [have foind 

; mi 

ne 


cians have 


ost efficacious and’ be- 
ficent; 1 do not think I 
ve 

ity, as I have 

without this ie “4 

operati equ u e 

gestive organs anid nérve 
centers, 


The Right Rev. The Bishop 
ot Southampton, writes : 

“It gives me pleasure to 
bear my testimony to the 
value of Sanatogen as an 
invigorating tonic and re- 
storative. t is undoubt- 
edly beneficial.” 


Sir G. Parker, M. P. 
‘The eminent novelist- 
statesman, writes trom 
London : 


mind. 


If you wish to 


*‘Sanatogen is to my 
mind a true food-tonic, 
feeding the nerves, increas- 
ing*the energy, and giving 
fresh vigor to the over- 
worked body and mind.” 





And because Sanatogen has been tried: and _ 
not found wanting—is it not just what you 
need ? 


Write for a Free copy of “ Nerve Health Regained’”’ 


it, write for a copy of this booklet, beautifully illustrated and 
comprising facts and information of the greatest interest. 


Sanatogen is sold by good druggists everwhere, 


THE BAUER CHEMICAL CO. 


26G. Irving Place, - - . 
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is helping 
thousands 
to better heaith 


From many people in many lands 
daily come words of praise for the 
grateful effects of this true recon- 
structive food and tonic. 


Renewed strength and vitality— 
sounder digestion—invigorating 
sleep—a toning-up of exhausted 
nervous systefms—these are some . 
of the results that came to thou- 
sands, The famous novelist, Ar- 
nold Bennett, writes of Sanatogen’s 
effects as ‘‘simply wonderful.’’ 
John Burroughs, distinguished au- 
thor and naturalist, says he bene- 
fited greatly in mind ’and strength, 
and then adds: ‘‘ My sleep is fifty 
per cent. better.’’ And Colonel 
Henry Watterson, the great editor, 
frankly states that he could -not 


have recovered his vitality (after an illness) 
without Sanatogen’s beneficent effect upon the 
nerve centers and digestion. 


In the medical world, over 18,000 physi- 


tendered Sanatogen their written 


_endorsements—Dbased upon knowledge -of its 
proven value as ‘a reconstructor of blood ‘and ‘ 
tissue—promoter of strength and endurance 
in the weak and anemic—revitalizer of nery- 
ne, OUS” systems——as -a““trne,“sciemtifie- food’ and 
tonic that ‘gives fresh vigor to the body and § 


learn more about Sanatogen before you use 4 


in three sizes, from $1.00 . 


New York 

















HY A POINTED TOP 9 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION COP 


Because it is the ONLY cup that-can be 
emptied with head bowed, can dipped in 
BOILING water (to cleanse and ‘Sterilize) 
without breaking, also dry themselves, no 
wiping necessary. We make the only 
POINTED TOP cup in the world; and UN- 
BREAKABLE at that.- Over one million 
now inuse. Write to-day for free catalogue. 


Le Page Individual Communion Cup Co. 
100 Tyndall Avenue, Toroato 


BELLS “= 











Peal McSuane Bar Feensay Co., Bsitimere, 








PREPARATION FOR SOCIAL 
AND RELIGIOUS SERVICE 


The Schauffier Missi y Training School pre- 
— young women of American and foreign parentage 
or social and religious service among their own people; 
also for pastors’ secretariés, and the various forms of 
institutional church work. 

Correspond with the Principal, Mrs. Mary W. 
Milis, 5111 Fowler Ave., S. E.. Cleveland, O. 


NURSES’ TRAINING SCHOOL 2, sx 
ing in ail branches. ospital of seventy beds. De- 
lightful location on the Hudson River. Applicants 


must have at least one year High School—women of 











superior education given preference. Address 
Vassar Brothers Hospital, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


The Story of Six 


World’s Conventions 
By Philip E. Howard 


‘*Some of your questions about World's 
Sunday School Conventions are answered 
in this little book. You will learn how 
world-conventions of Sunday-school work- 
ers began and continued to this the seventh 
of the series ; what have been the purposes 
and some of the achievements of these great 
gatherings : and you will perceive that the 
world is fast becoming one big Sunday- 
— neighborhood.'’— From the Fore- 
word. 


Every active Sunday-school worker 
should own a copy of this booklet. 


10 cents, postpaid 
Copies may be had from The Sunday 


School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








Is your school planning to win a place 
on one of The Sunday School Times 
RALLY DAY HONOR LISTS ? 
The outlines of the plan were announced 
on page 439 of last week’s issue, and it 
is not too early to join in this ‘contest 











for Rally Day attendance. 





6 tipnca 





